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"‘The horror story o

¢ Pamela Zekman and Paul Galloway health by polluting a vital natural resource—our -
sivight, 1980, Chicago Sun-Times FIRST OF A SER'ES_ - groundwater—is growing. One federal official
something terrible was happening to life provided by an Industrial sociely—poisoned calls the' problem “the environmental horror
Marvin Johnson family, and for a long the Johnsons by contaminating their well water. giory of the 1980s—with after-effects reaching

. But it took 10 years for them to learn this, as jqi0 the next millenium.”
¢ lhe}' wer? puzzled. It was as if they 'state, federal and county environmental protec- . " drink
re being poisoned by some mysterious, tion agencies dawdled and a court order went Many already have been warned: Don't drink

l'flll source. “nh(‘e(kl_d and unenforced. the water. Many more of us may S()l“cday hear
‘hemical wastes- —the by-product of the good The danger of chemical wastes to our nation’s Turn to Page 8
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Cantinued from Page 1

the same words unless we take actlon soon lnd on a
monuinental scale. -
The Marvin Johnsons ﬂnally were forced to qult drinking

their water when thelr growing fears ¢vercame the bland

assurdnces of the agencies that were supposed to safeguard
them, and they became convinced their well was contaminat.
ed by seepage from a dump on a neighborlitg farm

By then, it was too late for Donald, the youngest of the fou:
Johnson, children. He was tormented with searing headaches
from tht age of 6 and dropped out of school at 14.

His mother, Vlolet suffered breathing spasms and pain 50
severe that she often had difficulty just washing the dishes. A

Johnson daughter, Ellzabeth, a victim herself, now has a 3-

year-old daughter, who developed d bleeding ulcer when she
was 8 months old.
The plague that settled on the Johnson family In 1986
seemed especlally lnapproprlate to thelr 240-acre famlly-
. owred farm near Rockford, a
picture of healthy living, far
away from such urban woes
as pollution.
Otten, however, cltles haul
‘some of thelr problems out of

countryside. This Is the case
with chemical wastes and the
Marvin Johnsons.

TOUR TOXIC
{TIME BOMB

]ust as vulnerable to chemical

testified at congressional hearings that more than 100 million
Americans who get thelr water from wells may face the
threat of consumlng “unhealthy chemical runoffs from indus-
tria) wastes.”

While Illinols is considered to have one of the best records

poisoning as the Johnsons. An-
official of the U.S. Environmental Protection.Agency recently

s'

town and dump them In the

- Millions ‘of Americans are

® The potential danger is enornous. Illinols, with an estimated
3.8 million tons, is second only to Ohlo nationally in the total
amount of hazardous wasle generated each year. More than
half of these wastes are stored on company siles that never
have been inspected, according to the state EPA. Much of thé
rest is dumpcd illegally )

® The problem is overwhelming, and growing uncontrollably
There are currently a¥ many as 6 million man-made chemicals,
and.between 3,000 and 5,000 new ones developed each year.
Two years of testing generally are required to determine
whéther a chemical is hazardous, and only a fractlon of the
compounds have beefi studied. Says one EPA toxicologist:
“We are way the hell behlnd and 1 don't think we can calch
up fot 50 or 100 years .

L I-Iilng cabinets nt enforcement agenclies are crammed with

‘reports about illegal waste operations that have gone un-

checked for yenrs The agencles empowered to protect our
environment seem paralyzed by adnilnistrative incompetence,

. burqaucratlc indifference and conflicting laws and regulations.

Thé lack of enforcement frustrates evep the inspectors. In.one
case, which had dragged on for five years, a harried lnspector
wrote in a memo to a staté lawyer: *1 hope you bring some
ordet into the chaos, before this [dump] destroys the planet.”
This serles will show how chemical wastes jeopardize our
health It will Include an inside look at how ‘illegal dumpers

. profit while they pollute; at the slatewide scandal of hundreds
of hidden environmental time bombs and the story of victims
. lixe the Johnsons.

For the Johnsons, some of the early slgns appenred in 1966
in thelr pets and Hvestock.

There was the tow whose rilk tas(ed like medicine; its
calf, which acted crazy, eventually convulsed and died. There

- was'the sow with the two dreadfully deformed litters. There

-

o

|

was the brood of chicks hatched with sightless eyes, twisted
breasts and stunted legs. There was a:canary that stopped
singing, gasped for breath arid died.- Ahd there was a once-
healthy gerbi) that trembled uncontrollably uiitil its death
The veterinarlali cbuldn't figure out what was wrong;
_ Violet Johnson says. “It just never dawned on us that it was
wthe water.!rnd wws A BRI TV RN (T2 LT TY IV, WO B 1P P
It Was hltel the Wlmils: honuwbeghm th aemn)meium- ¥
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Continued from Page 8
they made the connection with the water
from the well. a
All of the members of the Johnson family
were diagued by physical ailments” that were
gradual, relentless, baffling and - debilitating.
From 1966 through 1972, the Jonnsons

svperenced bouts of nausea, dizzimess, sore

throais, severe cramping, «
unsightly rashes, invoiuntary drooling, lst-
lessness and speech difficulties.

The ilinesses caused the younger childres
10 miss s0 much school they have had to
repeat grades. Johnson, nominated in 1963 as
“sutstanding farmer of the -yesr” by the
Rockford Jaycees, was unabie to fsrm as his

aliments worsened; one year his earnings

dwindled to $600. >

The family occasionally “was alarmed by
the smeil of chemical solvents from their 36-
!oot-deep well, especiaily after heavy ranfall.

~The worst part of illness from pollution is
that it creeps up on you,” 'says Violet Joha-
son. “You don’t realize what's~happening
uatl all of a sudden it hits.”

*We knew for sure in the spring of 1972
“faman Johnson says. “We got the first heavy
ran and a {ew days later we got the strong
taste and odor in the well water, it tasted and
smeiled just like the dump back there.”

The dump back there was three-quarters of
1 Tule away on the adjoining farm of Waiter
Tioton.

The Tipton farm became a favonite garbage.
can for some Rockford area industries, which,
in the course of production, end up with some
very cisagreeable chemical crud.

These industries—mainly paint and chemi-
cal i ould pay a waste-disposal
company to get rid of their chemical left-
overs. And some of them would pay Tipton to
dump or store the stuff on his unused land.

It was illegal but expedient. After all, the
nearest legal dump for these kinds of chemi-
cais was 100 miles away.

‘When the Johnsons conciuded that the
chemical junk dumped on the Tipton farm
‘was seeping into the earth and contaminating
the ground water that supplied their weil,
they Yegan to fight. *

Thev had to start from scratch. With a
‘imited education and no kmowledge about
chemical pollutants, they began to teach
themseives about the toxic substances. They
read scientific textbooks: they cooducted ex-
penments. ~

They sought help from county and state
agencies created to protect them, and in rare’
instances they received it. But mostly they

sncured maddening buresucratic indifference,

nacton and imeptitude.

“If you were 10 families, we could prob-
ably heip you.” a state EPA official once toid
Violet Johnson. “But you're only one family.
One family doesn't count.” .

On Nov. 21, 1972, the Johnsous finaily took
their battle to the courts, filing a $1 million
lawsuit against Tipton and the Valspar Corp..
2 paint manufacturer.

Valspar and Tipton wan the case, arguing
that the johnsons had.insufficient direct evi-
dence linking Valspar's chemical wastes with
their ailments, and the jury agreed, The
Johnsons are appealing the case.

Some may see their struggle as heroicr
others mav find it quixotic and futile. .But
there are iessons in the saga of the Marvin
johnson family for all of us. <

The U'S. surgeon gemeral, im an August
r200rt. ;aid exposure to toxic chemicals is a
“major and growing public heaith prootem"
that is “adding to the diseass burden of the
"’nited States in 2 significant, aithough yet {ll-
defined way."

What follows is the story of a family's
ordeal to understand what was happening to
them and to do something about it.

it w1il make vou wonder if we are intelli-
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notices- wastes burning on an old “limestone
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MARYIN JOHNSON (right) with, Vioke, Domaid; Fred, Jemnces and Efzaberti. Mosi.
The Dwmpe In 1961-6Z Marvir jobnsom:  Twice in 1472, the EPA threatens ta file 8 own. The Erickson ChemmicalCo. in North-
compiaint against Tipton before the Iifinois
Pollution Coutrol Board. It doesn't.

20 idea what Tipton has

brook, uniike the state, has waited until -after
a heavy Taid 10 do its testdog. The Johnsons
had noted that the water had tasted its worst
after 3 big stormc

Rudoiph T. Lober;'an Erickson chemist,
recalls the sample: “I-could smell the stuff in
the water, the water was discolored and the
state was telling me there was nothing
there.” B

The water, hé reports, “reveals a probable
source of health problems to animais and
humans.” The mercury in the water is four
times the ailowable limits set by lllincis and
Chicago siandards, Lober finds. Mercury is
found in paint pigments.

Lober aiso discovers a piasticizer called
dioctylphlate (DOP), which convinces him
that the Johnson's well water is “bewng
comtaminated by some outside source not
natural to & farm environment.” Experiments
have shown that such chemical “phlates” may
resuit in neurological disorders.

In the spring of- 1974, the Johmsons spend
$5,000 to drill a. néw, 300-foot well. Tests
later show traces of mereury in that.water.

that would be repeated again and again for letter, is badly consTocted and located near 2 visits the Tiptos farm. He has just read the
the next {ive years without resuits or enforce-  septic tank, and an ysis indi “unsat- K file for the first time and is immedi-
B N isfactory presence of bacteria.” ately alarmed by the case,

In May, 1972 Marvin Johnson compiains to The Johnsons' weil may be comtaminated Decnis Johnson takes samples ‘rom the
the state EPA's divi of water poll by runoif from sepoc tacks.or fertlizer, an. Johnson well, neighboring wells and irom
and mspector Gerald M. Kehoe responds te -EPA- supervisor lster notes. But additiopal (eaking barrels on two Tipton sites—one at

e - evidence convinces him otherwise. the old quarry and one at 2 hedgerow. The

Kehos finds 300 to 500 full or partially full The Parak The Jomm had- stopp state EPA lab in Chicago finds traces of

~ barrels, maoy containing paint wastes, that drinking water from _their well in 1972, phenois, 2 hazardous substance, in five of the
were open, tipped over, spilled and leaking comvinced it was caemng their ailments. But  wells.

and seeping into the ground.- Barrel ssmples none of the tests performed by the state But 15 barret sampies are not anaiyzed.

o , magnes, backed them up. In March,. 1973, they buy Dennis Johnson learng, because his division

. siuzgn, zinc and lead. . . s~ -~ _ two parskeets to use io an experiment con- had exceeded its monthly, ((-sample quota.

He alsop takes samples of water from the ducted with the heip of s toxicologist. As a favor, however, & lab empioyee tests
Johnson weil, which disclosse no abmormal Ome bird gets water frocs the weil, and the- ™ some samples and finds 12 types of phenois.

nking well water has difficuity -
fine,

¢
5

“but he never writes a report because of the

quota, Jobnson says. b
Roy Frazier, head of EPA’'s Champaign iab.

sances now known to be harmful - switched. The sick bird improves; the other . admits that officially no tests were made and
Only 20 percent of the barrels, Kehoe sayx —~becomes iif.- ~ — o—n s ™" wo record of them exists. But he aentes that 4
have-iabels that can be read. They are from ° “After g second cheage of water;"the pars-  quots system is used. He explaios that the a0
the Valsper Corp.; Midwest Synthetics, a keet getting well water starts to trembie; its  probably wasn’t equipped to perform the
Valspar subsidiary: Ashiand Chemjcai-and legs become scaly. “Anytime you saw that tests. i
Union- Carbide. Other drumr labels indicate bird, day or night, it would, lift one leg, then Ipexplicably, the state lad ‘aoes analyze
they coutain three hazardous chemicals vinyl the other.” says Viokt Joknson. “It would fly  barrei samples from the same site taken by
- totuene and methyl ethyl ketons, which are against its cage like it was going insame. -the Winnebago Coumty health department
known to be skin irsitants, and advesol lead. Finally, it got so. weak it- jost laid on the - Phenols are found, and the cogeentration 'n
Lead settles in the bones and in the brain bottom of the cage ixd died.” * one barrel is great emough to kill 25 adults,
ussue. Says Joe Prince, a toxicologist for the A toxicologist performs an autopsy and Dennis Johnson reports.

federal EPA: “People who are ordinarily:
sharp can turn into dullards because of its
depressing _effect on the nervous system.
People have gone half-mad after long expo-
sure to [ead.” :

Don't Drink the Water: The Marvin onn-
sons, convinced by Dennis Johnson that they
are being poisoned by -chermcals in the water
Irot: Soth rtheir wells, move to 2 new farm 'n
1976.

That year, the famuly aiso receives proot
from two physicians that-their illnesses are
caused by mercury, lead, cadmium and other

finds 3 mercury conteat 30 times higher than
normal for domestic fowl.

The Jobnsons Flgtt On: On Jam. 7, 1974,
the lohnsons' fears £izaily are confirmed—by
a private company they have engaged on their

Monday—The state’s -
T uncharted w

A AT,

astelands

metals. They finally begin medical ‘reat-
ment—years after thefr exposure to the
e, « S\gos chemicais began. N -
N s Also in 1976, Dennis Johnsom quits the EPA
< in fruscration, legving behind a2 a seven-page
\_\ "gm- memo, urging “immediate enforcement ac-
iy T <7 U Tum to Page 39
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Cathy couldn’t walk. . .

Continued from Page 38 i
tion” against Tipton for *‘flagrantly”
operating an illegal and hazardous land-
fill,

Johnson’s memo is ignored. No action
is taken.

The Trial: The- Johnson lawsuit
against Valspar and Tipton goes to trial
in May, 1980. The family is seeking $1

million in damages, but it's a case they

are destined to lose.

The suit charges that the contamina-
tion of their water supply by wastes
dumped at the Tipton farm between
1963 and 1973 “constituted an ultraha-
zardous activity.”

Valspar, the suit asserts, demonstrated
“reckless disregard for the safety’and
protection of human beings”. by failing
t0 determine where the hazardous waste
was being disposed.

Valspar attorney Eugene Pigatti ar-
gues that Valspar's wastes could not
ha\e been responsible, because the Johns,
sons’ ailments began before Valspar bar-
reis were dumped at the Tipton farm.

Tipton’s attorney, Robert Coplan, ar-
gues that the EPA tests failed to show
that the Johnsons’ water contained
chemicals that affected their health.

The Johnsons' attorney, Bermard

Reese, says the case proved there was-

mercury in the barrels,. mercury in the
water and mercury in the Johnsons,
documenting a case of chemical poxson-
ing.

“This stuff can come in trace amounts

and build up over the years,” he says.
“The symptoms were discovered several -

vears after the dumping began. Tying
the ailments to the contaminatien and
the contamination to the dumping and
the dumping to the source is almost
impossible from an evidentiary stand-
point."™

What does the jury think?

Some don’t even think the Johnsons
were sick. After all those treatments
“they sure didn't look ill to me,” says
one juror.

Says another: “Some of us were of
the opinion that Valspar was definitely
guilty, but the proof was missing. To
me, it was neglectful all around. But
two or three of the men on the jury—
the company men—said they worked
for companies and that it" was normal
procedure to hire scavengers to haul
away the wastes. Where it goes is up to
the scavenger.”

Post-Mortem: Dozens of experts inter-
viewed after the trial found problems
with the Johnsons' case—one of the
first of its kind:

1
® An inadequate response by state and
ceunty agencies to the Johnsons’ first

complaints meant that crucial evidence -

was not gathered early enough. Testing
equipment was not sophisticated enough
ta dn the inh .When camniesc wars taken

MISSY, 3, a Johnson granddaughter, de-
veloped a bleeding ucler at & months.

many were never.analyzed by the state
EPA lab.

¢ Some of the Johnsons’ expert wit-
nesses were forced to equivocate on
major points. A geologist testified, for
example, that the chemicals could haye
traveled to the Johnson farm from Tip-
ton’s, but they could have traveled in
other directions as well. A -geologicali
study to document the groundwater
flow would have cost $10,000.

o There. was incomplete information
about hazardous wastes. Phenols were
not listed as hazardous by the federal
EPA until after the trial; thus, an expert
witness had to testify that phenols were
not classified as hazardous.

o Because Valspar was the only manu-
facturer named as a defendant in she
case, evidence was limited to the period

. after 1971 when Valspar drums first.

appeared on the site. But records
showed dumping had begun a decade
before, that other companies were In-
volved and that the ground still 1s satus
rated with chemicals.

But the biggest Irony was the evl-
dence that emerged after the trial—
evidence that the jurors never heard.

They heard a family currently living '

at the old Johnson farm testify as de-
fense witnesses that they had not suf-
fered any ailments, But the defense
chose not to call the Roval Backes
family, who lived on the farm immedi-
ately after the Johnsons. Unfortunately,
the Johnsons’ lawyer did not learn about
the Backes family .until after the verdict. .

Royal Backes, 33, and his wife Gail,
31, lived on the farm for more than a
year, beginning in 1976. They drank the
water, despite its smell, after tests con-

. cluded it was safe for consumprtion.

There was an unexplained irritability
and tension among the family members,

a toncian that turmnad mathar aaainet chn

and daughter against daughter, say
Mrs. Backes. .

There were bellyaches, headaches an
sore throats, unexplained learning diffi
culties in school. Tiana, the family’
Irish setter, suddenly died of blood ciot
in her stomach.

The hardest hit was a Backes daugh
ter, Cathy, 8. One morning she dragge
herself into her parents’ room unable ¢
walk, Doctors first diagnosed it as
bone disease and then as advanced ar
thritis.

“Her knees locked, her elbows locked
she bent over from the waist,” Mrs
Backes says. “She couldn’t hold hersel
up straight.” The Backes family now
-wonders ‘if the water caused some o
their problems. They are taking tests to
find out. P

Today: Robert Bell, the scavenger, .no
longer hauls hazardous wastes. *The
EPA got too tough and said we had to
take it 100 miles to Chicago,” he says.
“That’s too far to bother with.”

Farmer Tipton doesn’t use his farm as
a dump site. As to the Johnson suit, he
says he was “just a poor farmer caught
in the middle. They were after that
paint company and all its millions.”

Valspar says it will comply with reg-
ulations that now make companies re-
sponsible for where their wastes are
dumped. “We assumed the wastes were
going to an approved site,” says a

" Valspar official. “At the time of the

incident, there were not the same re-
strictions there are now. Whenever
these situations are called to our atten-
tion, we want to correct it.”

The EPA still is waiting for Valspar to
remove 800 of its barrels stored for at
least six vears at an old salvage vard in
Frankiin Grove, Il

The Poison Remains: Two weeks be-
fore the trial, Dennis Johnson took a
sample of gelled paint resin from the
shallow pit on the Tipton farm wheve,
more than eight years ago, waste had
been dumped and covered with soil.

Johnson said tests showed it con-
tained hazardous phenols four to0 six
times above acceptable standards for
safe drinking water.

“The judge wouldn't let this into
evidence,” Johnson recalls. “That's the
kind of legal ineptitude involved in a
case like this.”

Whenever Violet Johnson hears that a
family has moved into her old house, she
warns thermn about the well and the
poison buried on the adjoining land.

“We've seen on television about the
Love Canal [in New York state],” she
says. “We had the same svmptoms as
the victims there. They make these laws
about dumping, hut they don’t have
much concern about enforcing them.”

And, says Violet Johnson: “The sad
part of all this is that the dump is still
out there, and it has been covered over.

Tha naican ic _e2ill At thawa !*
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Field Enterprises Inc, which pub-
lishes the Sun-Times, has had its share
of problems disposing of Industrial
wasles.

Four times since. mid-1977, the

company has been cited by the Metro- .

politan Sanltary District for discharg-
ing high levels of COntamlnants into
the sewers.

Excessive lead concentratlons from
the etching ‘of Sun-Times printing
plates figured in all four violation
riotices. Other problems Involved high

levels of nitric acid, copper anh oily

wasles.

"+ Fleld hired lndcpendent experls and

q}j

Disposal problem’at S

undertook steps to. capture and neu-
tralize the. substances causing the
problem. However, a larger holding

- tank was needed to prevent overflows
of etching wastes, skim oll and con-

trot acid. A new lead filter system
also was required. The new system is
being instatled.

By .next March, the Sun-Times
plnns to switch to an entirely new

plate-making system that will create

4

no lead or acld etching wastes.

Stanley W.hlteblobm, industrial
wasté - EbbittidAtor for the Sanitary ..
District, !uld ‘that the Sun-Times did

Sun-Times

not present “a real serious problem'
except for one lead sample 200 times
the allowable limit.

“You can't shut down the paper for
something like this,” he sald. “To
resolve these things and keep business
in business takes time.”

Whitebloom sald that, If the Sani-
tary District thought the Sun-Times

“was making no progress toward cor-

recting the problem, it would have
moved from conclliation hearings into
another stage leading to court action.

_“Obviously, we believed there was‘

! progress belng\ $hown," ihe seid §1




A poisoned
family—
their story

The six members of the Marvin Johason family have

undergone five years of medical treatment to rid thelr bodies
of chemical poisoning. .

“T"d like to let people know that there is help,” said Violet-.-

Johnson, the mother of four. “We've been bhurt, and we:
probably never will get back the way we were before. But we .
are thankful we are as good as we are. ’

“] think I cried a bucket of tears for our ¢hildren a.nd their 1 -

education and their illnesses. You .can’t understand it unless
vou go througt. it vourself.”

The family went to dozens of specialists, none of whom
could diagnose what was wrong. Finally, in 1976, Dr. Ann
Reynolds of the University of Illinois, analyzed hair and nall’
samples from eack member of the family.

“We found elevated methyl-mercury levels in the blood in
three of the family members,” she said. “The amounts were
the highes: I have seen in a Midwestern population.”

*Over time, mercuryv settles in the bones and even smali
dosages can build up there and have & significant hulth
effect.”

Some & _the effects of mercury poisoning on human beings.
according t&.the U.S. surgeon general, are drowsiness, diffi-
culty ‘in concerwafing. nervousness, burning eyes, painful
mouths, rashes and- tremors, numbness, muscular incoordins-
tion. blurred visten. difficult speech, intellectual deterioration

The Johnson family ‘exhibited al! of these svmptoms

Dr. Johr E. Olwin of Skokie, a surgeon who has done -
research or metal poisoning. next examined the Johnsons,
finding high levels of lead, arsenic and cadmium in their urine.

Olwin and Revnolds said the levels of toxic metals would
have been higher had they been measured at the time the
svmptoms appeared.

Donald. the youngest of the Johnsons, has the most lead ic
his urine, nearly three times greater than thé acceptable
amount.

Now 18, he is thin. pale, withdrawn. His mother, referring
10 a diarv she kept of the family’s miseries, talked about her
vonngest child, occasionally breaking into tears: ‘o= .

“Donald was a healthy baby, but when he was 9 {1871], he
began to get sore throats all the time. Then. he developed
pains in the heels of hic feet. These metals would settle in cer-
tain places.” she said. “He had difficulty walking. One time he
walked up the stairs and hollered he had a pain in his back.
He'd stiffen up and he couldn't move.'

There was a chronic inner-ear infection, rashes believed to
be aliergies. a bald spot on the back of his head. his speech be-
gan to siur. But the headaches were the worst.

“HE HAD SHOOTING pains down in his neck and up his
head and out into his ears,” his mother said. “He would come
in, lie down. take & pillow and put it on top of his head to cov-
er up. He just didn't know what to do.” -

He had two abnormal brain scans, but doctors found no
evidence of brain damage. However, a clinical psychologist
reported Donald was a “slow-moving voungster” who was
“tencing tc withdraw emotionally within himself."

Donald missed months of school at a time, had to repeat
fitth and sixth grades and dropped out of school at age 14.

In Donald's ‘urine there was three times the acceptable
levels of arsenic, 1.5 times the.acceptable limits of copper, and

»

and cadmium in her svstem.

Marvin Johnson. now 49, first began to experience & “tired
feeling” and headaches in 1967. His genitais occasionaliy
would swell; he had chest pains and felt dizzy through the
summer of 1972

The symptoms got worse. His vision blurred and, like the
rest of the famlly, he drooled fnvoluntarilv. “When we woke
in ;he morning. our pillows would be wet,” Violet Johnson
sai

The ailments continued. He couldn't sleep “I would lay
there and get chills and Just shake all over ... mavbe two o
. three hours sometimes.”

He couldn't work: “A lot of times I'd be out working ané
I'd have to come in and lay down, my head and my hear:
would be hurting so0.”

i Olwin found that Marvin Johnson had 3.5 times the norma!
level of lead in his urine.

 Rebecca, now 24, and Elizabeth, now 22, both suffered”
from abdominal pains, headaches, mouth sores and genera!
. listlessness. Rebecca missed 75 days of school in one year.
Olwin found her urine contained arsenic levels 14 times the
. ‘acceptable levels.

Elizabeth missed 65 .days of school one year and had to

repeat seventh grade. Her urine contained 1.7 times the
normal Hmits of lead.

ELIZABETH'S DAUGHTER, Missy, now 3, suffered from a
., bleeding ulcer when she was 6 months old. Doctors said J:.
mayv have been related to Elizabeth's toxic poisoning. j
Olwin said he assumed that the lead and other meuals
(which were never tested for) caused the family’s ailments,
“The circumstantial evidence is verv convincing.” he said.
Eachk member of the family has had a program of three.
hour chelation treatments in which & chemical-~ethviene
"diamine tetracetic acid—is transfused through the body. The.
chemical pulls the metals from bones and tissues and eventuai.
- 1y is excreted in-the urine.
After 20 sessions each, Violet and Marvin Johnson have
rompleted their last treatments.
Some metals remain in their bodies, and {t fs possibie thes
never will be rid of the poisons.
« Said "Marvin Johnson: “They say vou could have e!fects
[rom : these; chemical: poisonsdo: years afterwards. Ve jus:
-doryt kRewds. moT

—

A )

_;ivé times the scceptable limits of lead. Olwin found.

Fred, now 26, was a healthy baby. At age 13, he missec 74

davs of schoo! from bouts with stomach pains and rashes.
Revnolds found mercury in the blood. Olwin discovered
arsenic levels 1.3 times the acceptable leve! and twice the
acceptable levels of lead.

.Violet Johnson is 64 now. Until the late 1960s she sald she

was “feeling fairly well,” even driving a tractor on the farm
until 1966. Then she began “feeling tired™ all the time.

In 1974, she recallied, “My lip, cheek and faw would swel:

quite large, and I would lose my voice. It got so bad I was em-
barrassed to teach Sunday school.” Her wrist also would swell
and itch, and there were burning pains in her chesi.

“] had numbness in my bands, frequen! headaches, neck
patns and trembling in the legs,” she recalled. “I'd get chills. 1
thought It was because of my age, but ther Marvin got it. The
whole bed would tremble, and I couldn’t even lay in bed.”

Olwin found more than twice the acceptable limit of iead
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By Pamela Zekman and Paul Galloway .

- Copyrighy, 1990, Chicsgo Sun-Times

Hundreds of illegal dump sites, which the Btale

ordered covered wlith soll even though they may
contain dangerous chemicals, are scattered
throughout lilinois. But state officials dont know
where all of them are.

" Between 800 and- 2000 “sites were blanketed
with two feet of earth In a statewide ‘campalgn In
the 1970s that was designed to eliminate “unsight-
ly and Inexcusable sources of poliution” caused by
-the open butning ol garbage at Hlegal dumps.

A later Inquiry showed hazardous chemicals also

Mlinois led U.S. in

' SECOND OF A SERIES |

were burled 1 the dumps, thrcalenms wator

supplies,
One of the worst was a 10-acre cancer ot wasle

" near tiny Byron, 12 miles southwest of ROcklorA

Often at the Byron dump, nearby streams ran 'ag, -
_red as a mixture of rust and blood, but it wasn't

until five of Joa Brannum's cows died that'it
became obvious that the state's “coverup” cam-
palgn hadn't done the job.

The story of Wilford Johnson's illegal dump near

" Chtcago Monday, November ]0 ]980 A

. Byron is a bewlldering chronicle ot lidw the stote

of IMlinols, through naive enthuslasm. became an .

accomplfce In potlutlon. -
“The state does not dispute its contrlbuuod to

.Ahis unlortnnato Incident,” &n assistant attorney .

ﬁencrnl told- a court durlng the prosecutién of
hnson for his unlawlul dumplng of chemical
-filth.

Protection Agency, embarrassed by its Involvement -

in_pollution, withheld evidence that might have
helped the attorney general prosecute Jolinson.
“The prosecution of Johnson Itself seems another

' Turn to Page 8

rywy - o K 14

There Is eviderice that the state Envlronmentu\ -

‘OUR TOXI(
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covering dumps
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Continued from Page 1
instance of futile, bureaucratic nonsense, for the state is trying
to make Johnson clean up his mess even though it is aware
that he is broke, ill and may no longer even own the land.

The state’s case against Johnson has dragged on for six
years. “With all the money the state has spent on taking me to
court,” Johnson says, “it could have cleaned up the dump.”-

One estimate puts the cost of the cleanup at $280,000, and a
look at the investigations, legal files and court appearances
indicates he's probably right.

If the case of the Byron dump were an isolated incident, it
might merely evoke anger, astonishment and a sense of relief
that the damage can at least be corrected. = s

BUT THERE ARE many more Byrons throughout Illinois,
and one big problem for the state is finding them. There is no
master list, no master map. .

“I've been trying to get a list for more than a year and

haven't found one,” says Rauf Piskin, & state EPA geologist iy 4

charge of locating the dumps. .

He has selected 10 dumps for testing but has examined only
four. Each reveals chemical contamination, and, in two cases,
local water supplies that are polluted and unfit for drinking.

The term “coverup” in this fiasco is not only & figure of
speech. The Illinois EPA, with the uninformed zeal and
encouragement of the federal EPA, mounted a campaign, from
1970 to 1975, to cover dumps—legal and illegal—with two
teet of dirt.

Thanks to what enthusiastic state officials dubbed the

“Close-and-Cover” campeign, Illinols led the nation in dumps
buried in the ill-conceived crusade,
- But & two-foot layer of earth couldn't stop the invisible
chemical contamination of subterranean groundwater, the
drinking source for hundreds of thousands of people through-
out Ilinois.

“The state of the art in the eerly '70s was, ‘Quit what

vou're doing and put two feet of dirt on it, "' says Ross Craft,
manager of program developemnt for the state EPA, who
estimates the number of potential Byrons at 1,200.

But Piskin says that between 1,500 and 2,000 dumps were
buried during the “Close-and-Cover” program.
. “Around 1975, we realized that many of these sites had
been taking in more than solid garbage,” Craft says. “They
v-ere taking in liquid wastes, too, By that time, more than
1,000 sites had been covered.”

STATE EPA DIRECTOR, Michael Mauzy, whose estimate of
8C0 covered dumps is the lowest, agrees that the Byron dump
s0 far is the worst known site. “Byron,” he says, “is not
exactly a case I'm proud of.” y

Mauzy explains that the jurisdictional conflict between the
EPA’s land and water divisions contributed to delays in
prosecuting the case. “We're a little better on that stuff today
than we were then,” Mauzy says. “We've learned from our
past mistakes.”

A look at the case of the deadly Byron dump finds former
operator Wilford Johnson to be, at once, the villain and victim
o! the piece.

Johnson was guilty of illegal dumping. But, in an astound-
Ing twist of logic, the state today also finds itself prosecuting
him to get him to undo what it told him to do in the first
piace.

In at least 10 warning letters from the EPA, he was told to
cover the debris at his salvage yard—debris that included
barrels of cyanide. He finally complied and even got a letter
commending him for his cooperation. In 1977, the state
changed its mind and ordered him to dig up the dump and get

_rid of the buried chemicals.

The poison remains today on land marked with a sign
saying, “Enter at Your Risk.” And Johnson is mad.

HE STILL LIVES in Byron, the yard of his home littered
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BARRELS that once contained

I

chemical wastes can still be founc
at the side of a ravine ot the old Byron salvage dump near
Rockford. (Sun-Times Photos by Perry C. Riddle)

with junk. He answers a knock at his door by shouting, “'if
you're from the EPA, you can't come in!"”

But a reporter |s welcome. A heavy-set man who sees
himself as a victim of government harassment, Johnson sits in
an easy chair, smoking a cigarette. He is wearing a white T-
shirt and striped overalls. -

In a booming voice, he denounces hisbureaucratic enemies.
“I won't let any of those EPA bastards in here!” he says. “The
state told me I had to cover the dump, so I did it. Now, some




contractor tells me it will cost $280,000 to clean It vp and 1
don't have that kind of money.

“The EPA c¢ame on my land like they were kings or
something. They stood right there and supervised the burlal

and then sent a letter thanking me. They say on the radio '

where I'm responsible for burying cyanide that was poisoning
things. They think I'm quite a beast. Wouldn't you be bitter?”

Johnson says a Judge asked him the other day )T he was go-
Ing to clean up his dump. “I sald, ‘Hell, T can't clean it up So
the judge continued It to another day.'"”

The Byron dump was part of & 50-acre parcel of land
urchased by Johnson in the mld-19860s. Johnson used 10 acres

or a salvage yard, and the rest was leased by Joseph Vincer
for a dirt track for motorcycle racing.

HERE'S A SUMMARY of what happened on Johnson's side
of the tract:

In 1970, state EPA !nspectora find Johnson Is lllegally using
his salvage yard as-a dump for batrels of liquid wastes, and
tell him he's violating the Jaw. They suggest hé apply for a
dumping permit,

Johnson tells the EPA he’s running only a scrap salvage

yard and has no intention of using his land for a dump; he

promises to clean it up.

Vincer and other neighbors begin complelnlng to the Ogle
County health department and the EPA about Johnson’s
dumping.

An EPA Inspector returns and finds that 300 barrels of.

Hquid and solld materials have been dumped there. Some
drums containing paint wastes and sodium cyanide. afe
leaking.

In the first of a year-long serles of letters. the EPA télls
Johnson to cover the dump with dirt. Johnson finally follows
Instructions, and on Aug 11, 1972, the EPA writes Johnson
thanking him for his cooperation, observing that the dump has
been “satisfactorily closed and covered.”

After the EPA's thank you note, its surveillance sectlon gets

_an alarming report from a private environmental analyst.
- The report says that the water in Woodland Creek, which
. runs alonig the Johnson dump, Iis running red, and that the
- concentrations of cyanide in the creek are eight times above
state standards.

| 0~
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THE ANALYST has been hired by Commonwealth Edison
Co., which I8 purchasing property near Its Byron nuclear

lunt

g Enter inspectors from yet another EPA department—the
water pollution sectlon—who sample water from Woodland
Creek ncar its junction with the Rock River. In a ravine near
the Johnson dump, they find a “'strong°chemlcal odor and

‘dlscolorntlon" and “extremely high concentrations of cya-

nide.”
They describe the water hues as ranglng from red to

" reddish-yellow to yellow—a kind of liquid rainbow of Ket-,
. chup- and mustard-colored contamination.

Gerald M. Kehoe, one of the Inspectors, remembers the
overpowering fumes from the chemicals.. “That night twa of
us got sick from breathing the stuff,”” he says. “We were
nauseous and had headaches.”

The EPA water polluflon inspectors begin building a flle on
the Byron dump. Nelghbor Vincer says Johnson is pouring
cyanide-ridden wastes In the salvage yard to “control rats”
and p.uttlng cyanide barrels into “every hole and gulley he can
find.’

Vincer takes Inspectors to a dam in a ravine, where he says
Johnson stockpiles chemical wastes and, during a heavy rain,
opens the dam so the wastes flow into Woodland Creek.

Walking along a waterway in the salvage yard, Kehoe finds

. barrels marked *“Polson: Sodlum Cyanlde.” Interviewing
. nelghbors, he learns of trucks hauling barrels Into the salvage

yard and pouring liquids into ravines. One woman says more

"than 300 fish In her lake have died In the last two years. The

lake sometimes Is fed by the overflow from Woodland Creek.
While the EPA’e land and water units pad their files, its
survelllance sectlon fires off a telegram to Johnson, Informing
him that he is breaking the law by dlscharglng toxic wastes
into the .Rock River tributaries.
This telegram comes two years after Johnson Is warned he

Is dumplng illegally.

The Commonwealth Edison consultant has more bad news
for the EPA. He has found high cyanide readings in another
creek; some levels are 60,000 to 90,000 times higher than state
standards, according to EPA records.

THE WATER POLLUTION Inspectors continue to send their

: repqrts through EPA channels, expecting legal actlon to be

taken against Johnson. Nothing happens.
. “We thought It was a hot case, but it sat on someone’s

* desk,"” says a former inspector who will not allow his name to

be used. “It got to be sort of disgusting. I think it was just a

screwup.”
But another EPA Inspector who requests anonymity says:

.“They just got swamped. The EPA was flooded with cases,

and the Byron dump was Just forgotten. It was the death of
the cows that made the EPA finally move:"

"."In May, 1974, five cows belonging to Joe Brannum, who

has a farm near the Johnson dump, die after drinking from a



ram. Autopsics put the cause of death ns cyanide poisoning.
PA Inspectors from the land poliution unit, which two
irs carlier had-ordered the coverlng of the Byron dump,
In find barrels of chemlcal pollutants leaking Into a ravine
>r & heavy raln.

‘he Inspectors report: “Johnson's method of dlsposlng of
cyanide wastes was to take a pick, smash a hole In each of
barrels and let the contents drain out on the ground. The
rtels were then sold as trash barrels.”

“ommonwealth Edison finds cyanide barrels buried on
miagd near Johnson’s dump, and necighbors tell the EPA
t Johnson is responsible. Edlson will spend $410,000 to dig
and remove more than 1,500 barrels for proper disposal
! to decontaminate the soll by sprinkling the land with 4
itralizing chemical.’

N LATE 1874, the Byron dump becomes a public scandal.

+ EPA announces that cyanlde has been found in some °

sate wells in the area.

ifarris Chlen, of the Rockford EPA oflice, tries to calm the
ulting uproar. “There Is no cause for Immediate alarm,” he
1s, because the cyanide levels are “minute” and the water
Il be safe to drink “for three or four lifetimes.” .

{’hien says Byron cltizens must ghare the blame for not
orting cyanide dumpings.

His charge Is angrily attacked at an emotlonal town

‘eting: In Byron, where resldents accuse the EPA and Ogle

unty health offictals of 1gnoring complaints they had made
- four years about the Byron dump.

Four years after the first warning to Johnson about his
'gal dumping, the EPA flles a complaint against him with
+ Pollution Control Board, the state agency charged with
Iting waste-dispusal rules and hearing cases of rule viola-
ns. -

Johnson Is charged bhefore the board with operating an

flegal Jandfitl since 1970. Additionally, he’s accused of
dumping chemicals at his salvage yard and on ncighboring
land that pulluted Woodland Creek, lts tribularies and area
groundwater wilh excesslve levels of cyanide, lead and other
metal compounds. !

State public health officlals test 139 Byron-area wells, and
23 famllies -are advised to stop using the water for drinking
and cooking because of dangerous levels of lead and mercury.

Seven other wells not used for drinking also have danger-
ous chemical levels, and 23 others are almost dangerous, says

the memo. The Inspection report adds:

“From a public henlth standpoint, I believe action to locate
and remove any buried barrels of Industrial wastes is justificd;
however, again EPA has the only legal jurisdiction and no one
has the money."” -

IN 1976, assistant attorney general Michael Bennedetto files
a written final argument In the case, conceding, “The state
does not dispute its contribution to this unfortunate incldent.’

The attorney general's office finally ' has learned what
Johnson's lawyer knew all glong—that the sitate EPA had
ordered Johnson to cover his dump and, In e!fecl was partly
responsible for the water pollution.

The EPA_ fails to Inform the attorney general's lawyers
about fts irivolvement in the ‘“Close-and-Cover” campalign;
they leéarn about it from Johnson's lawyer.

Sherwood Levin, Johnson's lawyer, contends that his clent

is blameless because he burled the barrels at the EPA’s
insistence and In return recelved a letter thanking him for
following ordcrs under a letterhead proclalming, “In the New
llinols, We Accommodate!”

Bennedetto rejects this argument, nssertlng, with some
frony, “The state of Jllinols, through its agencles empowered
to safeguard the environment, cannot sit ldly by while serlous
environmental damage goes unchecked.”

In April, 1977, after 13 Interim orders, the Pollution Controf

L oma

Board finds Johnson gnilty of waler pollution and orders him
to remove the barrels and contaminated soil “in a safe, legal,
expeditious manner.”

In lts ordor, the board admits “there can he no question that
the agency's actions did contribute to the problem at hand,”
adding, “it Is Indeed ironic that the state should prosecute”
Johnson after thanking him for following iis orders.

THE BOARD ORDER also recognizes the Johnsons' physical
and financlal plight. Johnson had been disabled since 1974,
and his wife In 1977 was hattling cancer. His land was caught
in a foreclosure proceeding and the family was deeply in debt.

After two years of inaction, the attorney general's office
filed sult In Ogle County In 1979, seeking a court -order to
force Johnson to comply with the declsion of the Pollution
Control Board.

- The barrels and the soll are still there to this day.

By 1979, Johnson has developed a new defense, contending
Ithedchemncal wastes were already lhere when he bought the
an

Johnson also argues that he doesn’t own the land anymore,
and tax records support him. A speculator has bought the
property by paylng the back taxes for 1975-78.

But the Ogle County Circuit Court orders Johnson lo clean
up his dump anyway.

Last May, the state asked that Johnson be held in contempt
of court for not obeying the 1977 Pollution Contiol Board
order and cleaning the site. The action still is pending because
of the dispute over who owns the land.

Today, one of the Dyron resldents who fought the dump
from the beginning, says: “I wrote the EPA in 1972 and 1974
about this, and they never did a damn thing about it. But
that’s our Environmental Protection Agency lor you. The only
time they do amything s after the damage is done.”

Tuesday: The most devious dumper in lliinois.
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‘Close and Cover’-

By Claudia Ricci
Once "Illinois officials

realized that underground -

chemical poisons wouldn't

g0 away just because they.

were covered with sail,
they launched a program
to assess the danger
caused by their “Close-
and-Cover” campaign.

Using a $50,000 federal
grant,-the state randomly
selected dumps in Cham-
paign, Lockport, Mount
Carmel, Belvidere, Can-
ton, Montgomery and two

- -apiece in Kane and St.

Clair  counties, -

The resulte of the first
four completed tests are
not encouraging. In addi-
tion to the cyanide turned
up at the Byron site, here
are the findings at the

other three:

¢ Macomb: Between the

1850s ‘and 1870, domestic
sludge, refuse and demoli-
tion material were
dumped in 10 trenches at
a 10-acre city landtill
about 100 yards north of
the - Lamoine River in
McDonough - County.
Analysis of ground seep-
age samples and {rom
three wells shows concen-
trations of iron, manga-
nese, zinc, barium and
lead which exceed stan-

dards of the state Envi- ~

ronmental Protection
Agency. .-
“The leachate [seepage]

from this landfill poses a-

threat for pollution of
groundwater and surface
water," the reports states.
“It appears that ground-
water poliution is caused
by the landfill.” »

The report - suggests, _

among other actions: “No-

tify persons who seek to .

install wells as to poten-
tial groundwater pollu-
tion."

\ ~-OUR TOXIC
N\  TIME BOMB

* » Danville; Waste disposal
.Started in the 1940s and

ended in 1974 at a 56-acre
site south of Danville be.

‘tween the Vermilion Rive

er and Interstate 74. Offi-
cials said 7,000 pounds of
herbicide were dumped
there. Chemical - seepage
at the site exceeds state
standards for barium, cop-

_ per, iron, manganese, am-

monia,  phosphorous, - lead,

’phenols and zinc.

“Groundwater is pollut-
ed in the immediate vicin-

“ity of the landfill” says

the state EPA, adding that
seepage from this landfill

- ‘“‘poses a potential threat
-for the pollution of sur-

face and groundwater.”

- The EPA says private
wells in the area suffer
‘degraded” water quality.

¢ Kane County: A 20-acre

. scrapyard operated be-

tween 1968 and 1978 near

‘the villages of Gilbert and

Hennessy. Battery - acid
was drained there so the
lead casings of the batter-

Jes could be salvaged and

sold. Also emptied into
the ground were barrels
of unknown liquid wastes.
Excessive concentrations
of boron, sulfates, ammo-
nia and iron wers found.

“From all available
data,” says the EPA, “this
facility was not properly
sited, engineered or oper-
ated from the standpoint
of protecting the ground-
water.”
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A SERIES

By Pamela Zekman
and Claudia Ricci

i Copyright, 1980, Chicago Sun-Times .

Steve Martell, who has grossed §1 million a year
disposing of chemical wastes, 18 probably the most
notorjous and formidable illegal dumper In the
Chicago area.

“If he's not the worst, he's certainly at the top
of the list,”” says a high-ranking official of the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, which
has been tangling with Martell for more (hun 10
years.

Martell, 51, has been caught operating Hiegally

" OUR TOXIC
« VIME BOMB
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In every phase of waste disposal he has undertak-
en—hauling, landfills, drum resalvaging and Incin-

eration.
He has worked by stealth—In the dark of night

- a3 a midnight dumper—and In broad daylight,

using disguised trucks to haul “hot loads" to secret
dumps.

“It there were one person we could move to
another state, he would be the one person,” says
the officlal, who asked not to be identified. “Every-
one in the EPA would contribute to pay for the
moving van.”

Martell has defiled neurly every dump site he
has touched, causing enormous health hazardy

Tuesday's

Red Streak

25¢ city and Isuburbs; 30¢ - elsewhers

He grosses millions of dollars off dangerous chemical waste

whose dangers remaln to this day. .

“Ilinols has been relutively lucky,” the top I‘P.‘
officlal says. “We have no Love Canals. We llke tc
point to a fairly good record, and then we haw
Steve Martell, He's a black mark for. the state.”

Martell Is a maddening escape arlist. Govern
ment agencles regularly haul him into court, bu
Martell keeps on hauling and dumping pollutants ir
defiance of the law. He makes big money doing it
grossing almost $1.4 willion in 1974, the only yea

" for which precise figures are available.

Martell has been sued a total of six times by th
Turn to Page !



Nobody stop

‘Contimed Irom Fage 1
state, the federal EPA, and the Chicago Met-

Jopolitan Sanitary District. The Clty of Chics~

B0 also has tried to stop Martell,

" Whenever he's caught, officials say, the

method {s to admit he's wrong and
then promise to clean up his mess. He has
promised many times to stop his illegal oper»
ations and tidy up, but continually he reneges
on his agreement.

Martell Is still in business foday at the
Paxton Landfill, 12201 S, Ogelsby, operating
one of the city’s oldest and largest dump sites,
His clients include large, powerful corporse
tiong, whose spokesmen say they are not
responsible for Martell's actions. They zay the
corporations obey the law and they assume
Martell does, too, when he getx rid of thelr
chemical filth.

But he hasn't. That leaves the final respotle’
sibility with government law enforgement
agencies.

To Martell, the authorlﬂes fire -8 merd
annoyance,

Their Impotence raises questions: Why ~

gan't public agencies control an illegal dumpe
er like Martell? And how does Steve Martel}
‘get away with it?

AnEPAomdalhuanmmbtm.-

‘second ‘question; “Heaven only knows.””
- oo .

Martall leaves a polluted trail that Is easily
tracked, but he himself Is somewhat of 3
mystery, almost an invisible man,

Hels a d!rt-under-t.he-ﬂn'germﬂs.zuy ‘who

works seven-day weeks and often sleeps at
his dumps.

He leads s solitary, semt{ve llfe, and he'

keeps his mouth shut. On his lawyers’ advide,
he has refused to talk to Sun-Times reporters. .
During a 10-year marriage, he never even told
his wife what he did for a Hving.

*“He was a workaholi¢,” his former wife
told a Sun-Times reporter in an interview,
“He "would work seven days a week. He
never had any friends, only business assods
ates, but I never met any of them. .

“He.never talked about his work,” Maude
Martell continued. *He’s very secretive. I had
no idea what he did, aithough I believed it
had something to do with garbage.”

Once, sk said, when one of their three

The LEGAL dumping sites
—giant clay bathtubs

Dumpsites don’t have to be grisly “chemical
gravsyards

There now are about a dozen landfills In
illinois where hazardous chemicals are legally
dumped by permit into what ome official calls
“glant clay bathtubs.”

Before the state Environmental Protection
Agency grants a permit for one of those sites,
it requires extensive studies to ensure that the
geology of the area {8 stable emough so the
lquids won't ooze from the pit.and contamie
nate underground water, -

' Some highly toxi¢c chemicals are neutrals
{zed before they're dumped, but most chemi.
‘tals go into the trenches with no treatment.

' As a check on the quality of underground
water when the landfill is operating, wells
Instailed on the site are monitored periodicale
.1y to test for the presence of toxi¢ come
pounds.

EPA rules generally allow Hqu!d chemical

Wastes to be mixed directly with garbage In

trenches. At a few sites, wastes left in drums.

are permitted under special ¢onditions.’

Alf landfills are required to layer the mixe
ture of refuse and chemicals with soil. When

+ the trenches are filled to a predetermined
-point, they -are covered with soll and grasg,

Claudia Riccl

——

children asked him what he did, Marteil
Teplied, *T rob banks.”

She then asked the reporter, “He doesa't
Tob banks, does he?”

He doesn't, but hauling and dumping
c¢hemical wastes Illegally can be more finan.
clally rewarding and far less risky than bank
fobbery—If you develop the techniques Mar-

~tell follows.,

—

se® '
" Former émployees, bisluess nssoclates,
-éompeﬁtors. environmental agencies and
‘éourt documents provided a look at the Mare
tell business style. He has:
¢ Avolded costly dump fees by spraying
chemical waste on publi¢ roads, pouring It
into sewers and dumping it on farms and
other illegal sites.
e Signed lucrative contracts with companies

million-dolls
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oy promising to dispose of wastes only on

mummmmegudmpmgmomm.'

to undercut his law-abiding competitoars by as
much as one-third in hauling fees.

o Concealed lguid wastes in disguised, gerry.
‘rigged equipment, such as old milk trucks,
‘garbage trucks and dump trucks that aren't’
designed to carry flammable, dangerous mate«
rials.

o Chased lnspectors from his dumps with.

sparling dogs and has been accused of dis-

.couraging complaining neighbors with threats

on their lives. Employees of an adjacent legal

Jandfill once caught Martell pumping chemi.

¢sls onto thefr site; Martell’s response was to
threaten to shoot any of the employees who

‘tried to interfere with him.

v Ignored agreements he freely makes with
authorities to clean up his messes or comply

*with the law. He has contended he lacked

funds to clean up a dump and then moved on
‘to & new site under a new name.

.o Hired cheap labor, mostly Spa.msh-speaking
day laborers, and he makes it clear that they
are not to talk about what they do.

|9 Violated lease sgreements, broken business
‘contracts, defaulted on loans, tricked his
creditors, lled to enforcement agencles and
1gnored numerous court orders.

[ .00

Martell i3 a former welder whose entry
into the dumping game can be traced at least
as far back ag 1964 In south suburban Argo.

Since then, he has operated under 13 differ-
ent business names in at least 13 locations in

* Chicago, suburban’ Riverdale, Ottawa (about

8% miles southwest of. Chicago) and Gary.

One of the businesses was US. Scrap

Corp., Which hes been an enormous, chronic

headache for city, county and state authorldu,
since 1972.

The company did much of lts danuge near
116th St. and Cottage Grove, on hard-to-find,
triangular acreage whose isolation provides
the cover an illezal dumper prefers.

Martell operated here for years, plling up
violations that fiil a filing cabinet. On at least
six occasions since 1972, Marteil has promised
to clean up the site or been ordered to do so
or signed court agreements promising to do
so. He has broken every pledge and order,
including the last one, in June, 1980,

" No fewer than four agencles—the City of -

Chicago, the Metrapolitan Sanitary District,

the state EPA and the Illinols attorney gener- -

_——

This series~="Qur Toxic Time Bomb"—is. the
resuft of six months of investigatioa throughout
Ilinois by o team of Sun-Times reporters: The
series, highlighting the growing environmentol
donger of dumping chemical wostes, was report..

.ed by Assistant City Editor Pomela Zekman and

reporters Harlan Drasger, Claudia Ricei and
Terry Shaffer. Today’s articles were written by
Special Writer Poul Galloway. i
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al's office=have tried to regulate this illegal
site and stop dumping-there,

James McCormack, who worked for Mar.
tell at the dump in 1974, knows how it got to
be a putrid, festering health hazard,

“They would dig a pit, 50 feet long and 30
feet deep,” he said. “They had two or three
pits. They'd take open barrels and pour them
into the pit. When it started overtlowing,
they’d bring in a load and put more solid sturf
on it undl it got stiff.”

* Some of the work could only be done in the
middle of the night. “1 knew something was
wrong,” McCormack said. “When they send a
truck out at 10 p.m. and it has to be unloaded

‘by 3 am., you know something is not right,

“They called those ‘special loads’ or ‘hot
loads.’ That meant something toxic or somes
thing acid or something somebody frowned
on, but you were told not to talk to anybody,
about what went on at the job.”

* McCormack also talked about rigging
equipment to deceive authorities. “Marteld
took an old milk trpck, put.it on a flatbed
trailer and tixed it so it could haul acid,” said
McCormack. “I spent a lot of time patching
holes in it to keep the acid from leaking out.”

Eventually, McCormack said, the camou-
flaged milk truck sprang too many.leaks and
hadtobeludtomt."lhwdmerthey
buried the whole thing.”

Some of the wastes never made it to the
Jdump, “Some of the drivers would tell me
“about opening the valves when they drove
down a street and just letting the stuff pour

"out on the road. Sometimes they said they’d

just dump the stuff down sewers,” he said,
sse

US. Scrap wag In existence undl 1976;
when Maneu sold |ts name and accounts for

o " Turnto Page §
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e hauled acid in a camouflaged milk truck

pntinued from Page 8

15,000 while under a court order to g¢lean up .

o 119th St. dump. r

The clty clted Martell for nine misdemean- ~ -

r vlolations between 1972 and 1974; four
itations were dismissed, and Martell paid a
nal of only $925 In fines for dumping
/dthout a permit, falling to cover liquid
rastes and ‘‘creating a public nuisance.”

The Sanilary District began survelliance of

1e dump In 1971; since then, Marlell has
1ade nine “conciliation” agreements with the
istrict to correct the conditions there. He hasg
jnored them all, although this month district
flicials said arrangements have been made fo
emove 600 barrels that are still there.

But it isn't Just the barrels that need
rmoval. There are two lagoons, which used
» overflow and catch fire, that still are
aturated with chemical gunk. Contaminated
oll, the state believes, may go as deep as 20
ret Into the ground, posing a continuous
calth hazard to groundwater.

In May, 1972, the Sanitary District charged
fartell with duinping excessive amounts of
hromium, Iron, lead and mercury onto the
istrict’s property and into its nearby Calumet
tiver sewage-treatment plant.

A month later, Martell agreed to remove
il-soaked earth and otherwise police the
rea. e didn’t, and a year later, the district
ssued another notice for the same vivlation.

Agaln, nothing was done, and In 1974 the
‘anltary District found Martell guilty of dis-
harging these excessive metals Into the sew-
r system, a storm-waler system and other
woperty. The bourd threatened Martell with

court order.

Once more, nothlng was done, and the
anitary  District, fts  patience  spparently
vearing thin, obtalned a court order against
Aurtell and the Penn Central R.K. and Gavvey

t's an absolute mess,” said Sanitary District -

President Nicholas J. Molas, estimaling It
WPUH cost $280,000 to clean the 119 St
site up. ‘Wb want fo find and prosecute
those wha did this ilagal dumping.’

lnternatlonni which had leased additional

land there to him. The order directed Martell
and the others to stop dumping and clean up:

The suit succeeded In getting a yare lock af

* Martell’s finances. According to records he
- was ordered to submit, Martell's businesses

grossed $1,390,000 in 1974, of which
$952,440 was from hauling chemlcal wastes
and $121,332 from the sale of resalvaged
drums and scrap.

Dump fees, which comprise a substantial
percentage in a legitimate operatlon, came
only to 2.7 percent of the $1,359,066 he
claimed as expenses.

A llnancial statement showed U.S. Scrap
Corp. pald only $56,823 in taxes other than
income taxes; an additional $2,576 went for
other unspecified taxes. On the nearly $1.4
million gross, U.S. Scrap claimed an after-tax

_profit of $28,309 or 2 percent.

Martell listed U.S. Scrap’s assels at
$1,182,000 In accounts receivable, property
and equipment.

[ X N ]

In 1975, the Sanitary District got another
court order to force Martell to clean up the
119th St. site by August, 1976.

Light months before the dcadline, Martell
sold U.S. Scrap and its business accounts and

-later announced he had to sell equipment to

puy creditors. The Sanitary District, con-
cerned that Martell woulda’t make its latest
cleanup deadline, tricd wnsuccesstully tu stop

the sale In court.

Martell sold the business just elght monihs
before he would have had to clean up the
118th St. site under a court order fssued In
1875 at the request of the Sanltary District.
The district begged a court to block the sale,
fearing that Martell wouldn’t honor hls prom-
Ise to remove the waste.

The sale went through, anyway—with
Martell declaring that he had to sell his
equipment to pay creditors.

Sale records reveal that one of the buyers
of Martell's equipment was a longtime busi-
ness partner. The equipment the partner pur-
chased—two tanker trucks and a semi-trac-
tor—once more wound up with Martell in his
next venture, U.S. Drum Corp.

Martell missed the 1976 cleanup date, but -

city and Sanitary District officials say they
assumed Martell had complied with the court
order by mid-1977; however, there are no
inspection reports to document that tho site
was checked.

Last June, national attention on the love
Canal chemical devastation In upstate New
York prompted a look at the 119th St. dump
to see if Chicago might have a Love Canal of

its own. (Nearly 1,000 families in Niagara"

Falls, N.Y., were evacuated from their homes
near a canal that had been poliuted by
chemical wastes.)

At the 119th St. dump, Sanitary District
Inspectors found a mess worse than they had
expected. The lagoons where cliemicals were
dumped had, been covered with soil, but
hazardous liquids were seeping from them.

The federal LPA analyzed the liquids, find-
ing phenols and high concentrations of met-
als. The state FPA found sulfides, heavy-
melal compounds, iron and mercury, but six
moanths wfter simples were taken, its Spring-
ficld Iab has not yet completed tests for

organic conlamlnnnls

‘There was a shocklng new dlscovery |
spectprs found two unused grain elevatc
holding more than 100,000 galfons of cor
sive chemical wastes. One of the silos w
emitting hydrogen-sulfide’ Bas, whlch is lctl
in a conflped area.

The slip was littered wlth almost 2
barrels, gome containing chemicals and sor
solidified resins. Hundreds of gallons of .
had been -dumped on the ground or pour
into dralnage ditches.

“It's an absolute mess,” sald Snnitary D
trict President Nicholas J. Melas, estimating
wonld cost $280,000 ta clean it up. “We wa
to find and prosecute those who dld tt
lllegal dumplng

Melas’ statement came elght years after tl
district began proceedings against Martell f
operating an illegal dump.

Qn Jung 19, the district sald Marlell h
agreed to rcmove the chemicals from ti
grain elevators, the dralnage ditches and tl
covered lagoons. In exchange, the distri
would not file criminal charges, against hin

But the attoritey general's office was ni
part of that agreement and filed a suit scekis
yet another order requiring Martefl and i
other property owners to take measures |
prevent further dumping end clean up th
site.

The altorney general's office sald the EP
not only wauls the surface area cleaned u
hut also the pits dug up. Officials fear the so
Is coutaminated to depths of 20 feet.

If tests prove them right, the cleanup jo
will could cost hundreds of lhousands «
dollars. :

The suit ks stil peading,

The Job Is still not done.

Next: The Mob and Paxton Landfill.
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By Terry Shalfer

Steve Martell, the dumper who authorities can't geem to

slow down, Is battling a number of legal problems’these days '

Not the least of them is a sult by the lllinols attorney
general seeking to shut Martell's four operating corpora:
tions—the Paxton Landfill Corp., U.S. Drum Disposal Corp.,
Drum Chemical Treatment and Disposal Corp. and Stryker
International Inc.

Because of Martell's previous lllegal dumping activities, the
suit charges, he shouldn't be allowed to conduct these
businesses.

Here's a partial list of some of lhe legal woes faced by the
baker’s dozen of companies Martell has operated over -the
years: ’

e Paxton Landfill Corp. In 1979, when Martell took over
management of Paxton, one of the city's largest dumps, he
Inherited a lawsult filed with the Illinois Pollution Control

Board. It charges Paxton with operating without a permit at .

some locations within its sprawling site at 12201 S. Ogelsby.
Martell has continued dumping without the required state
‘permits.

His Paxton operation Is one more lmstrallon for the slale
Environmental Protection Agency. As a result of previous
Sun-Times disclosures about Martell's record, the General
Assembly this year passed a law permitting the EPA to
consider an applicant’s background prior to approving his
request for a landfill license.

The law, however, was passed too late to bar Martell from
Paxton. -“Now we have the worst operator and the worst
landfill together In the same place,” sald one EPA official.
e U.S. Drum Disposal Corp., the successor to the short-lived
Black Osk Development Corp., which was shut down by
authorities in Gary three months after It opened In 1975.
Indiana authorities acted after they realized Martell had lied to
them about having obtained Gary zoning approval.

Undaunted, Martell started U.S. Drum, which operated at
two Chicago sites, 135th and Hoxle and 2400 E. 119th. At the
Hoxle site, according to a neighboring property owner,
Martell cleaned barrels Inside three semi-trailer trucks.

“One time a trailer sprung a leak, and an orange cloud went
up. It peeled the paint off a junked school bus,” the man said.
When the number of barrels reached 1,000, the neighbor
reported Marltell to authorities. Martell said he'd clean up; he
was moving to a new sile anyway.

But the site s1ill had barrels a year Inter and patches of

ariell’s no s
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119TH AND YATES: In Moy, 1979, Steve Martell agreod to a
colrt order to clean up a dump at U.S. Drum. Six months later, in
November, it looked like this. The following June, he was cited for
failure to comply with the cleanup order.

ground are covered with chemical goop. “Martell,” the
proper(y owner sald, “is a nice guy, but he's interested In
money.’

At the 119th St. site, Martell englneered a flve-year, rent-
free lease on the land by guaranteelng he would remove 1,000
drums filled with paints and chemicals left there by a prior
drum-resalvager. Instead of removing them, he added to them.

In March, 1979, state EPA Inspectors found 6,000 to 8,000
barrels on the site. They also found a truck fitted to carry
chemical wasles that was disgulsed as an earth hauler. Martell
was charged with operating an lllegal dump and agreed to
clean it up In 40 days. He didn’t.

A year Inter, theve were still 500 barrels there, and the state

\v
.
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lawsuits

asked that Martell be declared In contempt of court. While the
charges are pending, Martell has moved the operation to a
nearby parcel of land and is working on an an “experimental
permit” while he negotiates for a permanecat license.

® Drum Chemical Treatment and Disposal Corp., the successor
to D.C.C. Corp. D.C.C. was based on a vacant lot at 111th St.
and Champlain until 1978, when it changed its name to Drum
Chemical Treatment and Disposal Corp.

Though D.C.C was described by Martell in 1976 as a “road-
oiling service, he has been charged with using this operation
4s a cover for Illegally dumping liquid wastes by spraying
them on city and county roads. When asked in a deposition

. who hired him to spray public roads, Martell refused to

answer, Invoking his constitutional protection, against self-
incrimination.
e Stryker Internatlonal Inc. was Incorporated In 1976 to haul
sludge (a by-product of sewage). This “international” oper-
ation had one client—the city of Somanauk, Ill. It operates as
Martell's latest landfill \acquisition at Paxton Landfill.
¢ U.S. Scrap Corp. of Chicago and Ottawa, a town about 85
miles southwest of Chicago. Martell' bought a 20-acre dump
site In Ottawa in 1973 with a pledge in the sale agreement to
clean up the 20,000 barrels the lormer owner left behind. He
didn't.

By 1975, the state EPA found many of the barrels had
burst, were leaking or had *slid Into Lake McNelll.” An EPA
Inspector recommended a suit against Martell; it wasn't filed.

® Liquid Engineering operated an illegal dumpsite on 57 acres
In Gary from 1972 until 1976, when Indiana authoritles sued
Martell to clean up the site. A default judgment was entered
against Martell because he couldn't be found.

This year, the federal EPA filed a suit seeking to force
Martell to clean up 500 rusted, leaking barrels still scattered
about the property. The suit says the barrels, contalning
benzenes, esters, hydrocarbons and phenols, have saturated
the soil and pose “an Imminent and substantial threat to
health and the environment.”

@ Chemical Incineration Inc. was formed in March, 1979, to
operate a South Side Incinerator. The attorneys who own the
Incinerator said they canceled Martell's contract after eight
nionths because of his “messy" operation and his fallure to
turn over half the Income as the agreement required.

“He wound up taking 100 percent,” sald attorney Julla
Hagerty. “All of his operations were so secretive, We never
got any kind of a report from him on anything.”
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119TH AND-‘COITAG'E. ?RQVE: A former employee of Steve pits below the platform, A judge ordered Martell 1o cloan up the ~ 7401 W, 9TH, GARY: One of five piles of drums at an ille
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Scrap Corp. The ex-employes says Martell dumped chemicals into {Sun-Times Photo by Anthony Suau) 'h_agllh," U.S. agents say. (Sun-Times Photo) ;
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How the mob reaped dumping profits

OUR TOXIC
‘TIME BOMB

By Pamela Zokman
and Harlan Draeger

Copyrighl, 1980, Chicago Sun-Times N

There are many theorles about why the mob got

into the dump business.
Federal agents who poked around in the debris

of the Paxton Landfill operation during the 1960s
came up with an luteresting version.
“Originally,” reported one agent, “the landfill

was started as a place to get rid of bodies.”
No victims of gangland murders have been found

- FOURTH:IN A SERIES

at the Paxton site on the castern shore of Lake
Calumet on the Southeast Side. But many other
mob secrets are buried |n the more than 150 acres
of swamp.

One secret Is the magnitude of the profits
realized in more than a decade of illegal dumping.
Figures complied by Paxton Landfill Corp. tn 1977
showed It way grossing $1.7 million in that year
alone.

‘The cash was generated by recklegsly pouring

—— G

pu described by the lllinois attorney general
“supersaturated, porous bathtub” lhal could sy
leaks st any time.

A leak from the chemical- choked landfill w
foul underground water, ncighboring Lake Cal
and the Calumet Slough, a tributary flowing
the lake.

Aane Markey, an assistant Winols attorney
eral who battled for two years to get what pre
to be ouly a-temporary halt in the pollution,

Turn 1o Paj
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- Continued from Page 1
the cyanide, mercury, phenols, lead and other
metal compounds seeping from - the dump
could conx(.ltute an “environmental lime
bomb (1]

Yet the openuon. which has flouted poliu-

tion-control efforts for more than a decade,"

continues today. -

City officials supposedly ‘booted mob fig-
ures out of the landfill business in 1869. But
- they stayed and expmded their operations for
another decade, hiding behind secret |and

trusts and buslnessmen recrulted as front -

-men.
The calendar favors Paxton's furtive opera-

~

tors when environmental officials try to clean-

" up the festering site. Every month that the .

operators of the dump can delay action on a
compjaint, they take In hundreds of thousandg
of dollars.

Noting the fortune that ¢an be made during
delays that routinely rup to two and three
_years, one prosecutor lamented: “By the tlme
we get s court order, they've already won.'

® [ ] L]

The Paxton."slte. a swampy, no-man’s land '

at 12201 S. Oglesby, I8 operated today by
Steve Martell, the man environmental protec-
tion officlals say they would most like to run
out of llinols.

Martell's notorlous reputation Is fltting,
donstdering the history of the place.

The crime syndicate’s entry into the landfill
business was first noted In the mid-'60s when
Richard L. Byrnes became secretary of Calu-
met Land Reclamation Co. and his pal, the
late mobster Frank DeStefano, became secre-
tary of Zelrlo Inc. Together, the two corpora-
tions operated an 85-acre site—the first Pax-
ton tract. Frank’s brother, Vito, was its
general superintendent.

The state's attorney ldentified Byrnes, 50,
as a front for a. third DeStefano brother,
Rocco, a “financier” for hoodlum enterprises
until his death in 1972. ANl three DeStefunos
had crime-syndicate roots dating back to the

g

Al Cupone era.

In 1969, the Better Government Assocl-
ation, a civic watchdog group, disclosed that
the syndicate crowd had grabbed control of '
extensive landtill operations east of Lake -
Calumet. The DBGA charged that the two:
syndicate-connected companies—Calumet
Land Reclamation and Zelrio—had dumped .
garbage fllegally at depths of up to 12 feet on
Jand owned by the Sanitary District. §

During city hearings on a proposed revoca- -
tion of the companles’ landfill license, Byrnes ,
testified that he was the sole stockholder in’
the two companles. Frank DeStefano, he mald.I

was the “operations manager” and brother
Vito was a $200-a-week employee. !

Then Byrnes quit talking. On Dec. 17, 1969,'
Byrnes stalked out of the city hearings be-
cause, as his lawyer explained, “continued
testimony might place him In Jeopardy.” -

The city's hearing officer sald Byrnes could.
not continue holding a clty license If he
declined to testify far fear of Incriminating -
himsclf. Mayor Richard J, Daley revoked the
landfill license within two days. .

At last, the city had won its battle to get

- the mob out of the landfill business—or 8o
_everyone thought.

But new evldence ralses questions about
whether the ownershlp changed at all.

Mayor Daley’s decislon to pull the license -
of Byrnes and his partners touched off a
yeariong campaign by small-scale, Indepen-
dent scavengers to reopen the landfiil.

One of the scavengers, Charles Ioman,
came forward 10'buy the old mob operation. '

’. This series, “Our Toxic Time Bomb,” is the
result of six months of investigation through-

.

out llinois by a team of Sun-Times reporters
The series, highlighting the growing environ-
mental danger of dumping chemical wastes,
was reported by Assistant City Editor Pamela
Zekman and reporters Ilarlan Draeger, Clyu-
dia Ricci and Terry Shaffer,
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By Claudia Ricci

Here's a “who's who” of the Paxton pollut-
ers, the gang that couldn't dump straight:

Richard L. Byrnes: Identified 10 years ago
by the state’s attorney as a “front” for late
crime-syndicate hoodlum Rocco DeStefano,

Landfill operation for more than a decade.
Byrnes, 50, and the late Frank DeStefano,
one of the three brothers associated with the
dump, were Indicted In 1974 for extortion and
larceny In New York City. Charges against
Byrnes were dismissed after Frank’s death.
Rocco DeStefano: Known to law-enforce-
ment agencies as
varlous syndicate enlerprlses before his death
in 1972, DeStefano was an important cog in
the mob's legitimate businesses in Chicago,

by ¢4 Miaml and other cities.

But Loman didn't have the nelessary financ-
ing and one of his proposed partners had a
police record, making it Imposslblo for Loman
* to get a license.

Loman turned for help to his cousln, Her-
man Roberts, a motel magnate who also
owns a cab company, some howling alleys, a
nightclub and a string of other enterprises.

Roberts appeared to have the money and
the good record to be president of the new
operation, while Loman could ,be general
manager of what they eventually called Pax-
ton Landfill Corp.

Rounding out the corporate hlenrchy was
Charles Petty, the exterminator for the land-
fill, who agreed to serve as secretary-treasur-
er of the new ‘company In exchange for the
promise that he'd get to keep the extermina-
tlon contract. -

By October, 1971, the landfill was open
under the Paxton name, and the city was
satisfied that solld citizens were running the
show.

But were they?

* Petty now says he was an officer of the
corporation for only a-few months, Asked if
the landfill ownershlp really had changed
hands when the¢ Paxton company had been
established, he replied: “I don't know nothing

He was suspected of the 1965 murder of
mob front man Mandel “Manny” Skar, who
was helieved to be ready to, squeal about how
DeStefano received funds skimmed from con-
struction loans.

Byrnes denied In 1969 that Rocco had an
Interest In Paxton, explaining that the pay-
ment of $4,000 from Byrnes’ landfill to Rocco
was the repayment of a loan.

Arthur Nasser: Nasser, an Internal Revenue
Service attorney until he was suspended In
1963 during an Investigation of his links to
organized crime, has represepted Byrnes and
other Paxton Landfill owners.

Nasser has been Indicted four times—often
with some of his clients.

In 1965, he was indicted twice on conflict-
ql-interest charges for representing in tax ’

L

Byrnes has been a central figure in the Paxton -

a silent “financier” for .

. Who’s who iin F’éxton polluters

j matters some racketeers whosg cases he had
handled as an IRS attorney. A conviction and
three-year sentence were oyerturned on ap-
peal because of technicalitips.

In 1968, Nasser was found 'guilty of a
$250,000 jewelry swindle Involving Chicago
and New York mobsters. A’ judge overtumed
the verdict.

In 1970, he was charged wlth taklng part
In a mob scheme to Infiltratg the IRS, but the
case was dismissed becayse, the prosecutors
.charged, court rulings excluded evideice they
needed to’ show Nasser’s gullt.

'Frank DeStefano; “Frankig Dee” died In
1974 before he could.came {g trial with
‘Byrnes on, the, loan-extorfign charge. The -
Indictment charged that - hnnk'a ‘enforcer
threatened to kill a man -who was late in
repaying $60,000 owed to Rocco'g estate. To
encourage prompt repayment.pl t}w debt, the
Indictment charged, Frank ‘opened the win-
dow of an 18th-floor hotel room to show the
victim how he would die. . -

Vito DeStefano: The only Desutano broth-
er still allve, Vito, 60, has.stayed close to the
Paxton operation through most of the 1970s.

JIn 1969, Byrnes identified Vito as a $200-a-
week employee of the Calumet Land Recla-
mation Co., forerunner of Paxton Landfill
Corp. But Vitd has been described by visltors
to the site as a top “decision-maker.”

Vito has stayed off police blotters since
1951, when he and Frank were acquitted of
charges of counterfeiting clgarette-tax
stamps. In 1979, however, the IRS took action
to collect $40,000 In 1978 taxes gllegedly
owed It.

about It. I was the exterminator, and they
needed someone to serve as a director.”

Herman Roberts, Paxton’s president for
nine years, says he knows even less. Roberts
says he didn’t Invest a dime In Paxton,
received no salary and made no money at all.
He resigned as Paxton's presldcnt two years
ago.

“I was ust appolnted president,” sald Rob-
erts, referring all inquiries to Loman. “1 don't

know nothing.”
+ But Charles Loman Isn't talking. “I had an
ownership relationship with Paxton, and I'm
out of the business now,” he said. “I don't
understand a lot of things."
* Loman sald to talk to lawyer Arthur Nas-
ser. “He was the one that knew about it.”
Nasser, counsel, friend and occasional co-
defendant of organized-crime figures from
Turn to Page 8




New York to Las Vegas, says he has no

financlal Interest In Paxton and only “repre-

sents certain Individuals out there. That's it."
Nasser confirmed that Byrnes Is one ot his
clients, but he declined to Identify the others,

contending the attorney-cllent relationship '
_ prevents him from answering further ques-

fions.

When the Paxton land!lll reopened in 1971,
Byrnes' name did not appear on any omclal
records. But the Sun-Times confirmed,

" through interviews and court records, that he
and Frank and Vito DeStefano r¢malned on
the scene in the 1970s. ]

Byrnes owned Paxton property, purchased
new land to expand Paxton, met with Pax-

ton's consultanis and npplled for Paxton's

permits.

Records show that In January. 1878,

Byrnes negotlated to buy for $440,600 the 60

_cucres of land loter known as Paxton II. The

lund was placed in a bank trust with Anthony
Zolner as beneficlary.

Zolner, a trucking company owner, says he
has been a Byrnes friend since 1673, but
never owned any Paxton land, never acted as
its agent and knows nothing at all about the
landfil,

In faét, Zolner Isn't quite sure what a
landtill 1s. “That's where you put garbage,
Isn't (1" he asked. |

Until last year, Byrnes owned another tract

of Paxton lund through a bank trust that had
owned the property when the landfill was
called Caluinet Land Reclamation Co.
b When Mayor Daley closed the Calumet
Jundfill in 1969, Byrnes held beneficial Inter-
kst In thls trust. When the dump was re-
ppened in 1971 by Loman and Roberts, inter-
est In the trust had been transferred to a
Byrnes employee, Joseph Mercurio. Records
show that Byrnes regained his beneficlal
gnterest in November, 1976.

v

‘The landfill has kept expanding, sometimes
even encroaching on lund it doesn’t own.
One property owner, Joseph T. Pranica,

‘recalled his fury when he discovered that

Paxton had dumped waste material on 33

parcels he had purchased for back taxes In

1958.
“We took a ride out there, my wife and I,

and we discovered the land had been filled

with garbage,” he said. “We were just ﬂab«.
bergasted.”

Pranica’s complaints to Paxton were an-
swered by a phone call from Byrnes. Pranica
then agreed to lease Paxton the land for
$1,000 a month beginning in October, 1977.

The payments stopped after u year, and the
Pranicas still are angry about the whole
affalr. “It’s steeling,” said Elaine Pranica. “It
was an {nvestment we made for our kids'
college education."

In July, 1978, a consulting englneer met
with Byrnes and Vito DeStefano to discuss
getting Paxton in compliance with state regu-
lations. Vito DeStetano, the engineer sald,
seemed to be “one of the final decision-
makers."

One month later, documents flled with the

state EPA |dentified Byrnes as the “agent” for
Paxton.
By 1979, 10 years after Mayor Daley had
revoked Byrnes’ land!iil licenses, Byrnes was
negotiating openly with the city agency that
regulates landfills.

One of the meetings was with Don B.
Gallay, who now heads the cily's environ-
mental sectlon.

Gallay remembers Byrnes well: “He used to
secure the bond, get the tax blils paid and
usually came up to the office with Loman to
get the permits.” :

Gallay also saw Vito DeS(elnno keeping
track of trucks as they-arrived at the landfill.
~Gallay says he doesn’t know about the
city’s past problems with Byrnes and DeSte- -
fano and doesn't care who owns Paxton or
the landfill site. P .

“I haven’t the fogglest lden'." he sald. “It
really doesn’t matter who the hell owned the
lund as long as It's being ‘operated In & proper
manner."”

. ' I ) o
Althongh the state describes Paxton as a
potential “environiental time bomb,” Gallay

and the City uf Chicago say [Paxton has
operated properly.

In 10 years of dally lnspectlous the city
clted Paxton only three times, Two citations
were dismissed after the Inspector falled to
show up In court, and the thlrd resulted In a
$50 fine.

Why did the state lnspectors find so many

- violatlons and the city lnspectors s0 few?

Galiay explained:

“An Inspector went out and If he found
something, he told them to stop and they
stopped. If I want o, I can find a violation on
anything, anytime, anywhere. How nitplcking
do you want to get? The place Is a landfill,
I's not surgery. The name of the game Is
abatement.” )



In Chicago, the name of the game Is clout

And, not surprisingly, the Paxton crowd
has made Its share of campaign contributions
In 1978, the year It needed a favorable zoning
decision from the city to expand its oper-
. atlons, Paxton Landfill Corp. made $8,000.1n
campaign contributions to Mayor Daley’s re-
election campalgn and the Democratic Party.

Ironically, another politician to recelve Pax-
ton contributions has been 10th Ward Ald.
“Edward R, Vrdolyak, who used disclosures
about mob’connectlons at the landfill in 1869
to unseat his predecessor, Ald. John Buchan-
an.

Vrdolyak charged that Frank DeStefano
had offered him money to “quit screaming"
about dump operations. And Vrdolyak sald :
that the lllegal landfill run by the Byrnes
crowd had won Buchanan's blessing with a
$2,000 campaign contribution.”

“The people In this ward had this dump
crammed down thelr throats,” Vrdolyak sald

“1 am totally and completely against any

" type of organi¢ materials to be used for any

landfill,” responded the alderman. "However,
we are in accord to fill the entire area with
legal landlllls, once and for all, so that there
will be no further need for such landfills."

Vrdolyak couldn't be contacted for com-
ment.

-, ® . . .

State records sliow that Paxton, wilh rare
exceptions, has operated lllegally since it first
was clted for operating without a permit in

| -January, 1971.

Though Roberts .and Loman pbtained an

. operating permit in June, }971, the dump was

. cited for violations at least ]7 times by state
.EPA Inspectors begtween 1973 and 1877.

In Aprll, 1976, a Paxton supervisor ad-
mitted to inspectors that Paxton was dumping
garbage and hazardous chemlcals beyond Its
permitted area. It wasn't until a year later
that the state EPA forwarded the case to the

- state attorney general and a complaint was

“then. “This dump could not operate without

spproval of the alderman. His permission is
required under the law." _

When the dump reopened under a new
name, Byrnes and DeStefano still were In the :
picture, and the landlill still operated lllegally. !
Between September, 19877, and March, 1878,
Paxton Landfill.Corp. contribyted $2,600 toI
“Cltizens for Vrdolyak,” accordlng to cam-
paign records,

And iIn 1978, Vrdolyak's comments were '
ambiguous when the city asked him for his
views on Paxton's request for a permit to
accept liguid wastes.

filed before the Ilinols Pollution Control
Board.

Mter the case langulshed another year at
the pollution board, the attorney general went
to Cook County Circuit Court, where an
emergency order was obtained to force Pax-
tom to begin obeying the law.

While the authorities duwdled, Paxton was
grossing $143,000 a month by dumping
100,000 gallons of chemicals a day into the
ground, accarding to figures supplied in 1977
by the company Itsell. The state charged that
by operating IMegally, Paxton was able to
undercut dump fees charged by the competi-
tion.

~that Steve Martell, one of th
" notorious dumpers, had “negal
. term management contract” and' planned to

The Circult Court order appargatly hurt. In
1978, creditors were told, the company losat
$179,752. By the end of 1979, the Byrne-
group pulled out.’

Nelther Byrpes nor Vito DeSteuno has

‘responded to Sun-Times requesty for Inter-

views, and the record Is confusipg. .

In June, 1979, Paxton creditorg wnre told
‘gtate’y most
gted a long-

“use his management skill and capltal to
revitalize” the business. “

Martell‘s track record COntrqd,l?ts thls opti-
nustic appralsal of his gbilitieg, On several
occasions, he had told authoritigg his business-
es didn’t have the money to clegn up the slten

- he poliuted.

Within months after coming’ to m?nnge the
faiing Paxton operation, Mart;ll cantended
that he purchased the company l’or an undls-
closed sum.

Paxton's assets were sald at the Ilmq to be
worth $613, 000. And the 150-g cre a]te—-of
which Martell satd he purchased a chunk-r
was valued at $22,000 an acre. :

Martell wouldn't verify the !lguren becausc

" his attorneys have advised hlm not to talk

with reporters,
» o s

Whatever hig role {n Paxton, Marlell hap
continued the tradition of lgnorlng antl pollu—
tion rules.

Thomas Cavanagh, head of the slate EPA'
permit sectlon, says It's “entirely posslble"
that the agency has been misled over the
years about the ownership of Paxton. But, he
sald, the EPA willingly accepts the ln!ormn-
tion It gets.

“Who," he asks, “would want to lle to Ul
about a landfil?” {

Thursday: Rough riding with the Cadillac of
dumps.



C

leighbor finds the mob had dumped on him

>P

and on which Paxton dumped waste ma-

terial without his permission. “We were just flabbergasted.” (Sun-Times Photo by Anthony Suau)

Human element also a threat to probers

The chemical pollution at Paxton Landfill
Isn’t the only health hazard faced by Inspec-
tors, according to officials of the state Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

. They say there's also a threat of harm from
~ the dump’s employees.

“I didn’t have the intestinal fortitude to ask
people to stake out the Paxlon site at night,”
a former EPA supervisor said. “We weren't
allowed to carry a gun, and that's no place to

go and sit In a car at night. You could get
killed reul easy.”

Once, the former EPA officlal recalled, he
had to jump out of the way when an ill-
tempered driver “tried to dump a tank truck
on me.” ]

The lack of hospitality Is understandable,
The dump has operated without legal permits
for most of its existence.




‘Mob mines profits from toxic pif

PAXTON LANDFILL site, 12201 S. Oglesby: One theory is that it started
as a place for the mob “to get rid of bodies.” But ofher kinds of mob se-

res. BELOW, LEFT: A warning 1o

keep out. (Sun-Times Photos by Gene Pesek and R. B. Lelfingwell)
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TRUCKS DUMP SLUDGE at Waste Management's Kingery
laadtill, just across the street from the Lansing Square
apartments (bottom photo). The sludge, though supposedly
harmless, caused the most severe problems for people with
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heart conditions and emphysema. But scores of previously
healthy residents were afflicted with headaches, nausea
and swallen, itching eyes. (Sun-Times Photos by Joha H.
Whitu) ) .
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Turning ‘gunt |
into gold’—wh
iking at law

Waste Management Inc. is the:
‘Cadillac of dumpers,’ but living
near its operations is no luxury.

Claudia Ricai
Wd Pamela Zekinan

ooy 40 Ctacagpa dan taogs

taue whilf of the overpowering
toes sent Sandra Stegnes’s pulse
vaviug and made her gasp lor aig.
Chite day she even was rushed to a
hospital, spitting blood. ’
It was just as bad for Natalie
Nawrocki. Her breathing became sa
difficult she had to be given oxygen
by the fire department, co
“l was gagging and vomiting,
Nawrockl said. "1 thought L 'was
having & pervous hreakdown. I's
hat Jousy lot. 1 Just sit and cry. B
want (o get away from this duipp.”
This dump is the Kingery Devel-
opment Corp., a tandfidl in sguth
suburban ~.
Lansing op- FIFTHIN A SERIES
erated by ‘
the Cadillac
of chenical-
waste dis-
posers,
Waste Mau-
agement Jue.
Waste
Manapement .
lust spring hegan fithng the Kingery
pit wilh shidge generated by the

oun Toxic
TIME BOMB

Chicaga Metrupoiitan Sanitary Dis- -

frict. Sludge is what's Jeil after’the
istrict processes sewage.

The odor of the supposedly harm-
less gunk was the first thing {o
{rouble the resideats of the ncarby
Lansing Squme apartments. They
tried all sgimer to shut out the
stench~—wigh While success—bhy
closigg their windows and remaln-
fng indoors

Ireople: with bheary condibons and
emphysema sulfered the most. But
scores of previously healthy  resi-
dents were afflicted  with  head-
aches, natsea and swollen, Hching
eyes,

ADDING INSULT to injury, the
gou from .the landfitt mixed with
the rain to form anlde-deep puddles
in the street.

IU's not surprisimg, then, that resi-
denls aren't impresseld when they're
Ladd by envitamigentsd experts that

"

Tor ot the fandidt, 15 1he best
bustineass.
' . . .

Waste Matagewent Inc, g
of modern-day alchey, has [
$he way ta tues gounk into 4o

i has risen in the fast de
from relative obscurity 1o b

-one of Chicago's 75 most prolit

- corporations. Profits -last year
- taled $36.7 million, z’-'risc of 1

““percent in 10 yeas' foc the

pauny, whose shares are trade
the New York Stock -Exchangs
Today, the Oak Brook-based’ ¢
‘pany presides over an empire a
Jundfill sites in 20 stiles, as we
Canada and Suudi Arabia.
~ Despite the company's blae-
“burnish, eavironmental author
say its hands aren’t-exactly «
Fregquently, they say. the comy
“stretches the rules. Sometinmes, |
, 0dd, it ignures them altogether

BUT THE OFFICIALS assigne
rotect our ar -and water are
clined (o luok the other way w
Waste Management (ransgresse
Itubbish, sludge apd dange
industrial  chemicals - men’t g
away, and somebody’s got o do
ity wark, the offictals reasot
“We're really between a soch

p hard spor,” said Ken Becd
manager of the staie EPA for no
Aern ltinois. 1L you . didn't )
[Waste Management], where w

a lot ol thisz wmaterial go



A review of slale recorts o tnee
Waste Management sites i Hlinois
reveals that the company.
habit of dumping first and getting
the proper permits later. The re-
view also shows that state officials
generally are slow to react to most
violations.

In addition to exploring the histo-
ry of the Kingery landfill at 175th.
St. near the Kingery Expy., the Sun-
Times reviewed the records of &
sprawling landfill near Lake Calu-
met operated by the company's CID
Corp. division, and a dump site in.
Joliet run by the company's ESL
unit,

In each case, the company applied
for permits to accept new materials
after the new operatiop was in full
'swing and after the state EPA dis-

covered Waste Management was
vmluling regulations.
. “Wg've called it a pattern of
-abuse,” said the EPA's Bechely.
"“There's a pattern—not of viola-
tions that are "obviously going to
cause large-scale environmental
tprablems, but shortcuts. They try to
,cut corners.”

JEFFREY DIVER, a former EPA
employee who now serves as a
senior attorney at Waste Manage-
ment, says Illinois regulations are

has a.

1

admimstered on an “ad-hoc basis.”
The rules, complained Diver,
don’t specify which activities re-
quire permits. A laadfill operator,
he eontinued; “doesn’t know what
he's supposed: to do or not supposed
tw do”
" Yet, the' company has neglected

©on several' occasions to apply for a

permit, even when told specifically’
by the: ERA that it n(,cdul om,
according: tor records.

-~ When Waste Management wants

to show off, it takes visilors to the
A0-acre CID landfill at 130th and

¢ the Calumet Expy., which stretches
. over Lhe city border into south sub-

'

urban Calumet City.
The spread is so large, an EPA
inspector once said, that “it is diffi-

"~ cult to inspect.”

-

This gtate-of-the-art dump daily
takes in about 20,000 cubic yards of

garbage and 200,000 gallons of mis-

cellaneous industrial liquids, im.lud-
ing hazardous chemicals.

The landfill, opened in 1968, Is
not only a model of modern waste

JEFFREY DIVER, senior oltomey at
Waste Management: A landfill opera-
r “doesn’t know what he's supposed

NATALIE NAWROCKI. ™
ging and vomiting. . .

disposal. [1's alo an example ol
how the company toys with pollu-
tion-control regulations.

Records reveal that EPA inspec-
tors cited CID 13 times between
1972 and 1975 for accepting liquid
wastes, including hazardous. chemi-
cals, without obtaining prior ap-
proval.

IN 1976, residents of the neigh-
boring suburb of Burnham:sued: CIDy
after the landfill injected thousands
of gallons of pesticides into wells on
the site, creating an odor one village
official called *“‘obnoxious.”

The suit filed with the state Pol-
lution Control Board also charged
that the waste eventually would
rise more than 600 feet to cause a
“scenic blight.,” ‘The hulking hill
beside the expressway today isn't
nearly that high, but it unmistak-
ably dominates the landscape.

“Most places, you're only allowed
to go to the highest elevation
around,” says Burnham Police Chief
Edward Lawhead. *“So, naturally,
they [CID] picked the highest point,
which  was the steel  [railroad ]

g

B

| was gag-
. It's that lousy

bridge. When they got up over the
railroad tracks, they said, ‘We're
using the top of the hrjdge' as a
guide. When they got .over "that,
they just thumbed their noses at us.
T lwy are the Iug,hcst lhlng in the
area”’

In 1979, mspumrs regorted that
the dump had sprung a jeak, caus-

‘ing, contaminated « runoﬂ o ooze

from Jwo slopes: and collect In
ponds. on the gropupdt Experts say
such a leak shouldn't eccur if a
company pruperly mixes liquid
chemicals  with sdub wastes and
then. places the mlx.tm}' between
layers of soil.

To remedy. thdt . problem CID
removed the Lomamlnalcd soil
around the leak and buily a dike to
collect future runoff.

IN A HARROWING da\wlupmvnl
last summer, a royline ws( of wells
on the site revealed, level; of cya-
nide that were un ta’ 20 times
beyond the state limit. The findings
could indicate groundwalter heneath
the landfill is being contaminated by
the deadly poison. ’

CID says cyanide hasn't turned
up in subseqnent lests,. -

& L 3 ".

State officials don’t need a cya-
nide problem at the giant landfill.
They alrcady have elﬁ)u;,h Lroubte
with sludge. ,

Tons of the mud-like: residue are
churned out every day by the Suni-
tary District's five sewage-treat-
ment plants. By the time the Sani-
tary District is finished' treating it,
shudge is supposed to be safe.

But William Sanjour of the feder-
al EPA in Washington says it's a
“hoax” to call sludge harmless.

The reason, he explained, is that
the industrial wastes discharged
Into sewers are, Jaced  with such

lot. | just sit and cry. | want to gel
(Sun~+ away from this dump.” (Sun-Times

Photo 'by Joln H. While)

chemicals as lead, cadmjum, cyanide

to do or not supposed to do.”
Hmes Photo by Gene Pesek) '
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Contluned from Page 5

and polychlorinated biphenyls,

known as PCBs.

Excesslve amounts of lead can cause lrre-
versible brain damage, cadmium can damage
the kidoeys, cyanide is lethal and PCBs have
been linked in laboratory tesis to reproductive
problems, cancer, liver damage, loss of halr
and even death. .

The Saunltary District can't ellminate these

chemicals from sludge.

’ “Chicago sludge Is hazardous In any shape
or form you find it In," said Sanjour. “This
agency [the federal EPA] has been treating
sewage sludge like chocolate Ice cream. When
it's dumped in people’s backyards, they call it

" fertilizer. It’s & hoax...a very expensive
and dangerous hoax.”

DESPITE AT LEAST one analysls showing
sludge samples with PCBs at alinost 10 times
the level considered hazardous, Waste Man-
agement Inc. regularly uses sludge as a sub-

¢ommonly

stitute for clay or soil to cover liquids at the :

showcase CHD dump.
State EPA ditector Michael Mauzy adnits

that the rules on sludge disposal are so -

Inadequate as to be the “Achilles’ heel” of the
regulatory scheme.

The Illinois Pollution Coutrol Board, he:
noted, has yet to adopt regulations the EPA ;
proposed three years ago for the dispusal of ;

sludge.

While the debate over sludge goes on, |

Waste Management continues dumping It

wlth or without a permit.
® ® [ ]

An old duck pond across the street from
the Lansing Square apartments became a fetid
mound after countless loads of sludge were
dumped In it by Waste Management at lts
Kingery landtiil.

The state EPA told the company to stop
spreading the sludge in August, 1977, saying
it had to have a permit to dump it there. Six
months Jater, the company was still at it.

Asked about the continuing practice, Waste
Management engincer Bert Fowler sald he
“didn’t think a permit was necessary. Waste
Management lawyer Diver sald the fallure to
get a permit was “a technicality,”

35

Vrdolyak, Byrne, Bilandic got donations

Public officials who have benefitted from
political contributions from Waste Manage-
ment Inc. include Mayor Byrne, former Mayor
Michael A. Bilandic and Ald. Edward R.
Vrdolyak (10th).

Vrdolyak got the most. Between 1974 and
1980, he received nearly $10,000 from Waste
Management’s subsidiary, CID Corp. which
operates a landfill in his ward. An alderman’s
support is needed to obtain an operating

. permit Irom the city for a landfill.

Byrne got $3,000 and Bilandi¢ got $8,000
during the 1979 Democratic primary.

_whatsoever”

In 10 years, cily records show, CII) has
paid no city fines, despite repeated charges
filed by the Environmental Control Division.

Jay McMullen, the mayor’s spokesman, said
the contributions to Byrne had ‘“no influcice
on any city decislons.

Another benceficiary of Waste Management -
was fornier Thornton Township Democratic
committeeman Patrick O'Block. O'Block got
more than $55,000 during a five-year perlod
working as a public relations consultant for
CID, according to the U.S. Securities and

Exchange Commission.

It wasn't until June, 1978, that the com-
pany finally applied for a permit, The EPA
sald "no,"” adding: "“The sludge . .. possesses
a significant groundwater pollution potential
and, as such, cannot be used as cover materi-
al”

That didn't stop Waste Management. In-
spection reports for the next flve months
show sludge was belng used td cover other
wastes at the landfill.

Fowler applied lor, a sludge-dumping per-
mit egain In February, 1979, saying there was
a shortage of clean soil for use as cover
material. The agency granted his emergency
appeal three months later,

IN APRIL, 1880, the EPA pgranted still *

another permit to Kingery to blend sludge -
into the top layer of the landfili’s final cover. -

Soon after the second permit was issued in
the spring, the residents of the Lansing apart-
ment complex began complaining about the

the runoff in their streets when it ralned.
In May, Sandra Stegner, 30, of 17703

Escanaba, was rushed to the hospital, spitting "‘I'he sald. “I don't like It elther. But they

up blood. “The only thing [the doctors] could
say was that something was Irritatng my
nose and throat,” she sald.

She thinks it was the dump.

Last year Mary Hulkowich began develop-

Ing emphyscma. 1 never bad it before
“sald, adding that her eyes are always in
.and Ploodshot and her eyellds are @
-swollen.
= She, too, thinks It was the dump.
»" Some of the older residents, like I
Nawrocki 65, ot 17711 Lxchange flec
apnnmems altogether for a umc last su!
: “I'm going to have a nervous breakd
ghe told a reporter one hot afternoo
A July. “Those chemicals are sp strong yo
~-{o use eycdmps Last night } bad to go
«~my daughter's.’
' There’s no doubt In Nawrocki's min
knows it was lhe dumip.
. @ [ ]
After a rash ol complaints lasl su

.‘Lanslng Mayor Louis LaMourie urged

. gery to stop accepting sludge Nuw. the
Zbeing covered with clay.
.He says Wasle Munagement has
,trench to prevent runoff from floodir
- ptreety durlug rains.

.1 LaMourie admltted sludge was a nu

are . Iy . N Y durlng the summer, but thinks the res
gnawlng chemical smell from the sludge and -"-may fecl belter after Waste Manug

- finlshes covering the dump.
“I can sce where the peaple are shool

"forget that anything happened once it's

- ed and graded.”

FRIDAY: The state's Envlronn!enul

. tlon Agency.



‘ot water smells so bad you can’t bathe in it’

By Claudia Ricci and Terry Shaffer

The gnawing chemical odor In the alr Is gone now, but
some residents don't feel safe living near the Joliet landflil
operated by Waste Management Inc.

They fear that ihe dank smell In thelr drinking water and
the health problems cropping up In thelr farm animals are
connected to whatever s burled in the dump.

Their concern apparenlly is shared by the Iliinols Pollution
Control Board.

- After the residents raised a ruckus about the landfill at a re-
ceut hearing, the board sheived Its approval of an agreement
that would have settled a complalnt against the company filed
by the state Environmental Protection Agency.

The agreement tabled by the board would have exacted a
$7.000 fine from Waste Munagement for the hell endured by
hundreds of neighbors of the dump In 1979, when six lagoons
laden with liquid chemicals Inexpllcahly sent up a sickening
stench.

After several Initial efforts to overcome the problem tafled,
the company late last year pumped the chemicals out of the
oftending pits. It has sought and recelved the proper permits
for operations it plans to continue at the dump.

From the looks of things, the nightmare is In the past.
Resldents say I¢ isn't.

“Everyone who lives within a mile of this hump has hot
water that smells so bad you can't take a bath with it,”

Patricla Hibner told the Pollutlon Control Board at a hearing :

In August,
“You can’t stand (o be in the sume room when the washing

- disastrous things to the water.’. .

machine fills up,” she continued. “There is something in our
water supply—some chenilcal that, when it Is heated up, docs
. The smell is intolerable.”

Ilibner thinks the water might have had some connectlon
with her daughter’s illness last summer. “Iler legs and arms
would swell with red blotches," sald Hibner. “It was pnlnlul

.and iichy."

Two years ago, a litter of plgs owned by the Hibners was
struck with Intestinal allments and Infected ears. Seven of
-elght cows couldn’t bear calves on the neighboring farm of

llllam Freis Jr. And farmer John Demick noted breeding

roblems among hls goats, rabbits and geese.

After the Hibners stopped drinking their water, their
daughter's symptoms disappeared. Now, they use the water
strictly for bathing—but only once a weck,

The lagoons stored chemicals that Waste Management
planned to eliminate by an experimental process called land
farming. That's & means of disposing of chemlcals by working
them inta the ground.

When the company launched its land-fanning experiment In
1975, the state EPA objected, saying ‘‘questions remained”
about the method. Waste Management, which operates the

*dump through a company known as ESL, plowed ahead.

Without ever obtaining the appropriate permits, the com-
pany dug two lagoons to hold various wastes in 1975, and
added two lagoons each year in 1978 and 1979.

Just as the lasf 1-milllon-gallon lagoon was filled, a
chémlcal reaction In the pools brewed up what someone
dubbed “the big stink” -~ "7

The odor, which olﬂclals speculate miay have resulted from

Inadequate cleaning of the lagoons, was detectable |
center of Joliet, six miles away. Truckers highbaliing
Interstate 80 radloed one another, “Ilold yoyr nose.
coming to Joliet,” - )

On the perlmeter of the dump, people plnched thelr
and prayed for rellef.

“We were dolng something at ESL that had never
done before,” sald' Waste Management engineer Bert F
“We thought we had good enough controls. Obvloug
didn't.” ]

o ) . [

It took a petitiop. from 600 clitizens and Jetters to a h
government officlals before the EPA sued Waste Manag
in November, 1979,

The Pollution Control Board didn't hear the complalnt
August, 1980. It wns then that the board asked for
information about the water problem, putting off its
decision on the settlement of the 1979 case.

“Those people may have drinking-water problems,”
Jeffrey Dlver, the attorney for Waste Mnnugement “Bug
assure you it's no( caused by ESL.” -

Residents are angry that the EPA has glven ESI. th
ahead to resume land farming and use of the st
lagoons—even though the case hasn't been settled to this

In a victory for the community, ESL has agreed not {
any hazardous wagtes Into elther the land farming oper
or the lagoons.

The residents are determined to hold the company 1
Plcdge

“It they start dblng it again, It's going to be war,"
Margaret Whitler. “We are golug to lie across the la
road, and they're ;olng to have to drive across us.”
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suburb of Burnham, expressing concern about the height of the hill, said
the landfill operaturs “just thumbed their noses at us.” (Sun- Times Photos

by Gene Pusch)

0 IR S, ‘ R a5 s
HILL COMPOSED OF WASITE dominates the landscape next to the
Calumet Expy. It and the pile of rubble at right are part of the 400-acre
CID landfill ut 130th and the Calumet. The police chiet in the neighboring

.
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Chicago, Friday, Novcmber 14, 1980

—

Once the ‘watchmen, now the watched

A parade of lormer offi-
clals has left the state Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
to work for the same com-
panies they once policed.

* Some Insiders watching the
exodus are concerned that
some EPA officials aren’t be-
ing properly aggressive be-
cause they're afraid of an-
tagonizing potential employ-
ers.

As one official put it, EPA

- staffers have “a feeling of
identity with the people they
are regulating—more than
there should be.”

EPA ‘director Michael
Mauzy says he isn’t worried
about the revolving-door phe-
nomenon. Commenting on the
few former employees who
say they still have pull at the
ageucy, he says, “They get no
special treatment.”

Several of the former EPA
employees went to work for
private companies immediate-
ly after leaving the"agency.
Had they worked for the fed-
eral EPA, regulations would
have required them to wait at
least two years.

Here are a few of the for-
mer key EPA officials who
have moved into industry:
® James D. Andrews, the
manager until 1974 of the
EPA’s land-pollution division.

Friday's

Red Streak

25¢ city and suburbs; 30¢ elsewher:

JAMES D. ANDREWS
e now Is a consultant for
the Paxton Landfill Corp., a
dump on Chicago’s Far South
Side that has been cited for
numerous violations.

e Patrick Lynch, who rose to
deputy director of the EPA
before quitting in 1978. He is
a consultant to the ARF
Landfill Corp. in Grayslake,
which has been accused of
violations for more than a
decade, and the Alburn incin-
erator at the Paxton landfill
in Chicago. Alburn has oper-
ated without a state permit
for much of the decade, ac-
cording to state records.

® Michael Rapps, a five-year
EPA veteraii who resigned
and went to work for Waste
Management Inc. in Oak
Brook, the giant company op-
erating the CID Corp. landfill
on the South Side. Rapps’
duties before leaving the EPA

PATRICK LYMCH

JEFFREY DIVER
included negdtiatlng an oper-
ating permit for the CID fill.
After working a year in Illi-
nois, Rapps asked to be trans-
ferred out of the state to
avoid the appearance of a
conflict of interest.

e Jeffrey Diver, who was an
attorney for the slate EPA
for four years. He went to
work for Waste Management
in 1977. While at the agency,
he says, he handled only
three or four cases against
his future employer. Tp avoid
the appearance of conflict, he
deliberately didn’t handle any
cases involving the state
agency in his first two years
with the company.

® Charles Clark, who spent
eight years in various posi-
tions at the EPA. e worked
bricfly for Waste Manage-
ment after he left the agency
in 1978.
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NORMA ROURKE: "What good does it do?" (Sun-Times Photos by Jim Klepitsch and Gene Pesek)
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“Whom are you In the EPA protecting and
assisting?” deinanded an angry Norma Rourke
in a letter to the state Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. “Not the citizens, that's for
sure.”

Norma Rourke had reason to be mad. She
and her neighbors in Jollgt were being sick-
. ened—and sometimes driven from their
homes—by fumes wafting from a nearby
landfill.

Desperate to know what was belng done to
correct the problem, she got a copy of the
EPA's file on the dump. Reading the files only

made her angrier. That's when she fired off

her letter. . . .

“What good does It do to even have an

EPA?" Rowrke wrote, “It only provides jobs
for people who make routine Inspections,
report the misdeeds on paper, file it away,

maybe wrile a letter or two on cleaning up .

their act—and then continue oa their merry
way."”
Norma Rourke isn't the only one fed up

with the performance of the EPA—especlally .

e o oe————  when It comes to the
SIXTH IN A SERIES agency's watchfulness
over the disposal of
chemlical
Here's how some In-
siders feel:
e The EPA is being
N / sued for Incompetence
OUR TOXIC in Issuing permits by
TIME BOMB jts own lawyer—the

enforcer.

wastes, *

Illinols attorney gever-
al, who usually serves_aslthe agency's legal
b A

e A former EPA supervisor who resigned in

frustration says “the name ought to be
changed from the Environmental Protection
Agency to the Envirénmental Reactlon Agen-
cy." lle said the EPA Is “so understaffed and
underbudgeted that they can only react to
crises after they have happened.”

e An assistant attorney general says the agen-
¢y iries to be pals with the Indusiries It
regulates, using the arm-around-the-shoulder
strategy rather than the gun-at-the-head ap-
proach. “They wanted o be considered part-
ners of industry,” sald the lawyer. “They
didn’t want to take them to court or cause
trouble. They wanted to be friends.”

A top EPA officlal offers this defense: “The
agency fears calling public attention to pollut-
ers because It doesu’t want to be called
‘alurmist.’ The hesHation Is partly justified
because we really don't know how 1auch
LI s svnida Lot tharva 1 think they're

NaSS pysicaa,
‘o [ ] [
Despite all the complaints, Hlinois somehow

has built a reputation as a leading state in
regulation of dangerous wastes,

“This state,” asserts EPA director Michael
Mauzy, “probably has a better handle on
wastes than any other state.”

THIS VIEW SIMPLY may mecan other

stules are in deeper trouble than [filinois,

because a six-month Investigation found serl-

. ous flaws In every level of the EPA.

® There aren’t enough people to do the fob. In
the nine-county northern area, which jncludes
Chicago, only 12 fnspectors police 500 dump-
sites where chemical wastes are disposed.

There is only one sclentist to anulyze the
1,200 wells that monitor wastes on landfills
Jaking chemical pollutants. “We can only

react to emergency cases and complaints,”

sald Rau! Piskin, an EPA hydrogeologist. “We

This series, “Our Toxic Time Bomb” is the
result of six months of investigation through-
out Hlinois by a team of Sun-Times reporters.
The series, highlighting the growing environ-
mental danger of dumping chemical wastes,
was reported by Assistant City Editor Pamela
Zekman and reporters Harlan Draeger, Clau-
dia Ricci and Terry Shaffer, |

e e b, 4. el ~

don’t huve enough manpower o monitur the
groundwater at every landtil).” o
e The stale EPA lubs, considered among the
nation’s best, lack equipment that can test
accurately for chemical pollutants. It will be

gnother year, officials say, helore: such 'equip- '

ment can be obtuined: .
“When we get hazardous wasles, we have

problems,” said Ross Craft, manager of pro-

gram development for the EPA. “Instead of
jooking for quantities in paris per million, we
have 1o be looking for quantities in parts per

" billion." S
i, MEANWHILE, [nspectorg pnd, altorneys

complain that high-priority cakes have tuken I
$up40-five morkhs furstialyaiiv Onc-vhstacle-ls

~.,

a ‘lquota s‘yslem.".;whlch_ limits EPA divislont
to a spdific number of tests each month.
e The EPA enforcement gtalf is too small
“Qur office has only one attorney,” sald
Kenneth Bechely, an EPA officlal responslblg
for policing land ‘pollutlon in a nine-county
area including Chicago. *She can’t even han-
dle the Important cases, let alone some ot
these sidelines.” - - K
On one occasion, .an EPA Inspector begged
the agency for the help of a lawyer to shut
down a Grayslake lundfil} that continued
violating rules after a decade of warning

letfers. 'The  failure, pf the agency (o fake,

lagtion,” he warned, “Js, dgstraying ouf fredi-
'bility in this part of the state.” :
- “Mayzy dcfends, pocetically, the agency'sj



et record. “The trail that results
:;\(:;r c(fol:‘l\ecllon of a violation to e:lorceme_nt
tis a preity long trall,” he sald. "There are
* many actors In it. You've got to build a :I_SB'
“rjght. 1 you lqmt(\.t “we ve got & reco\; ?
? puilding - cases right. .
:“'ll"he lE;‘.I‘A Is plagued by hmdequnle'hsn;;ss.
) Only 10 percent of its 1979 budget 0 25
"milllon went to regulate the disposal of az-t
‘ardous wastes, while the remainder wen:,

tprincipally to the air-
programa.

+ TIE AGENCY also fuces the loss of Sl.‘I:
lml.lrlion in federal funds that would permu‘ th‘q :
'EPA to hire 100 people to regulate chém cab--
‘waste disposal. The reason the money mn)'h ¢
Jost Is that the IHinois General Assembly has
;nm written the leglslalllon to me‘et.tl\ne !?-:
t ts of the grant. i
'qu}‘rle::ler: as hell ho%e there's an?‘ther way to‘
get the mongy,” said Mauzy, because _utrg:
{don’t have the resources it's golng ta _t_akp__o:
this program.” L
i‘-)[?lr::telipA lspprgud of its strln'gent, oqm[:n‘:-'
ihensive regulations for controlling th? sta &s‘ _
1300 licensed haulers of liquid !w§sle§.-ti_ )
- paper, the rules are impressive. In prag:._ce.
‘Ahey are virtually unenforceable. - - .
"N'A former EPA supervisor says, “The regi-
tlations would take an ammy to enl(')rce. '
Mauzy, belng practical, goncedes the en thet

L pient stall is lnadt;qu:(e. Hls|sal(;ll:lson Is 10 cu
’ n on some of the regula . S
3'(0]9[‘103 permits required by the EPA for |:|‘(lie-
» disposal of 'cher;llcul was(t)clalsu“p(:':dug:e mind

i ng piles of paper p .o

) bO.E&g‘llungdl‘l)ll operator must have a permit l&r
i every kind of chemical pollutant he acc%‘:n ,
While the EPA isn't shy about deman lthg
* permits, many are 1ssued automatically, with-

out Inspections.

There was paper l\;vo
of a landfill ncar subur |
was forced to spply for 191 nermits

and waler-pollullon

rk aplenty in the case

ban Hanover Park that

9

But all the forms in the FPA's kingdom
didn’t head off the snafu that now finds the
EPA belng sued by its own allorney.

In the legal actlon, the Hlinois attorney
general charged the EPA with “arbitrarily
and unreasonably” approving 178 of the 191
permits, even though the site was not geologi-
cally suitable or properly developed for
chemical wastes. ‘

The EPA, In effect, was bresking its own '

lgws, the suit charged, by not inspecting the
‘dumpsite to assurd it wouldn’t threaten the
-people who lived nearby.

. IT ALL SEEMED to start with good Inten-
-tlons. E & E Hauling Inc. of Bloomingdale had
.slgned a contract with the Du Page County
Forest Preserve to develop a landfill at the
Mallard Lake Recreational Preserve in an
unincorporated area near Hanover Park.
The plan was to builld a ski slope out of a
landlill. E & E would pile solild waste and
garbage Inta a 200-foot “mountain” that,

after it was covered by soil, could be used for

skiing when it snowed.

The nelghbors. watching chemical-laden
tankers drive to the site started getting ner-
vous. As it turned out, they had good reason.

Subsequent analysis found that E & E filled
the mound with 45 million gallons of sludge
and liquld chemicals, including cyanide, phen-

", 0ls and mercury—sometimes three times

"more than permitied by the EPA's guidelines.

Sludge, which ofien contains dangerous
chemicals, Is what's left after sewage is
processed. Phenols are newly recognized as a

* dangerous substance. Cyanlde and mercury

are well-known polsons.

In 1978, the mound ruptured like a polluted
volcano, sending a ribbon of toxlc lava oozing
into the forest preserve.

I1T'S NOT THAT olficials didn't know a
problem was brewlng. The furest preserve’
district warned the EPA in 1977 that soil tests
showed chemical liquids might pose a threat
to the groundwater and nearby Lake Mallard.

More than 400 hpmeowners—many o!
wham anxiously had begun boiling' their wa
lcr-_—plel_t'(il‘m'elu‘ '(iov[ “Thompson o halt ‘the

Turn W I'Iagc §.

Sad saga of state’s EPA:
‘We can only react . , .’

Continued Irom Fage 6
dumping. Some brou‘;,ht sult, charging the nountain.was 4
danger to their health, ,

The attorney gencral acted In 1979 with a lawsull against
E & E, naming also the forest preserve district and EPA

‘director Mauzy. It charged that the EPA “had exceeded Is

discretion” In lIssuing the permlts. The case I8 pending.

Thomas Cavanagh Jr., head of the EPA's permit divislon,
pald experts hired by the state found the slie “clean as a
hound's tooth.” He Insisted the groundwater was not and is
not contaminated and that the site remains acceptable for
sludge.

i e » o o '

With the EPA's permit section under attack —not only from
jts own lawyer but a battery of other critics—Cavanagh
fssued an unusual press release in Seplember,

“Contrary (o the popular bellef that the agency grants
permits in wholesale quantities,” Cavanagh sald, In seven

ears the agency rejected 59 percent of all landflll-develop-
i;mnt applications. L

The problem, Cavanagh sald In a later lulervlew, Is that
“nobody wanlts a site anywhere. We are nol popular people

 heve In the EPA—elther when we Issue, or when we don't

|
.

Isgue, ,pormits, Everybody geems to say, ‘We don't want sltes
h tez:%id‘!&éw\y}z.eg Ffé where else ¥t (hy b G
] ' & . L&swl Tex . v
« ‘é’ti AY:
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By Pamela Zekman
and Claudia Ricci

A statewlde crackdown on {tlegal.

dumping of hazardous wastes, in-
cluding legislative reforms and a
$1.3 million special unit to bulld

criminal cases agalnst illegal dump--

ers, was announced Saturday by
Gov. Thompson.

Thompson sald he was taklng the
action ta correct the situatlons de-.

scribed In the “truly horrll’ylng sto-
ries" detailed in the Sun-Times' con<
linuing series, *‘Our Toxlc Time
Bomb [T o

. “IU's become apparent to every-.
one in Ilinols through recent press
disclosures _

that we do
have a serl-
ous problem -
concerning
the dlsposi-
tlon of haz-

¢ 'OUR TOXIC

ardous
waste,'’ . TIME BOMB
Thompson
sald. ‘“'Obvi- -
ously, the REACTION
. problems  Seeenm——"

still exist.” :

Thomipson was jolned at a press
conference Saturday in the State of
Iltinots Bullding by Attorney Gener-
al Ty Fahner, James B. Zagel, direc-
tor of the Illinois Department of
Law Enforcement and Michael
Mauzy, director of the Hlinols Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

The $1.3 million would be spent
to buy equipment and staff & new
Hazardous Materlals Investigative
. Unit of 25 agents under the Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement. Zagel
sald the unit wilt be functioning by

mid-1981 and hiring will not begin,
until the governor's recenlly an-

nounced 60-day hiring freeze hAs
fndad

of burled wastes.
Thompson and Fahner sald thelr
atalfs are dralting legislation that

would ‘put teeth Into existing en- -

forcement regulations and develop

‘new resources to clean up “or-

phaned sites” where those responsi-

ble for lllegnl dumping cannot be

found -

TIIE LEGISLATION lncludes pro- '

posals that would:
eAllow state EPA employees imme-

~ dlately to set fines up to $10,000 for
.dumping violatlons at licensed land-

fills. Thompson sald thls would
strongly deter companles llke Waste

Management Inc. from making “go~

. called shortcuts” and dumping’
wlthqut first obtalning permits, as
the serles disclosed. -

“If they [EPA inspectors] have
the power to Impose fines on the
spot, I think we can help deter that
kind of conduct at sites which oth-

erwise appear to be well run,”.

Thompson sald. He added that such
fines would be subject to admlnis-
trative and judiclal review.
sDouble the fees for disposing of
hazardous chemicals to generate
more cash to clean up “orphan
sites.” Thompson sald the current
fees of one cent a gallon and $2.02
cubic yard of garbage will generate
only $280,000 a yecar, the amount
the Sun-Times reported it would
cost to clean up just one site in
Byron, il
#Require that generators of hazard-
ous wastes post a bond that would
be forfeited and used to help clean
up any site where wastes have been
{legally dumped. Fahner sald such q
provislon “would muke generators
more responsible” |n selecting
waste haulers and disposal sltes.
“Thelr tendency is to Just give It
1o he lowest bidder,” ruhner sald,
*vhich Is all too often the midnloht

Yl

THE UNIT WILL work closely
with Fahuer's office. Fahner sug-
gested the cooperative effort *can
have a profound effect on the qual-
Ity of life in. this state.”

" He sald extensive use would be

made of . recent legislation that

makes illegal dumping of hazardous
wastes a felony violation punishable
by one to three years In prison and
a fine of up to $10,000.

Thompson singled out Steve Mar-
tell, identified In the serles as the
state’s most notorlous illegal dump-
er, as a candidate for Investigation
under this statute. Martell has oper-
ated under a dozen corporate names

used to conceal illegal dumping op-

erations that have grossed over a
mitlion dollars a year.

“The profits [of illegal dumping]},
as the Sun-Times serles has dis-
closed, are lmmense,” Fahner said.
“If we can put these people behind
bars It will have a much more
profound effect than clvil suits and
fines.”

Martell has been sued six times to
clean up Hlegal dump sites. Though
he has promised to clean up some
and been ordered to clean up others,
hi¢ has left them bebind, still pollut-
ed with ponds of chemicals and pits

dumper.” )
eLicensing the operuators of dlsposal
sltes. Fahner suid such leglslation
could- requlre that the orerators
meet certaln tralning qualifications
In addition, he sald, thelr back-
grounds would be checked for prior
criminal actlvlty and illegal dump-
Ing.

"As [the Sun-Times) serles polat-
ed out,” Fahner sald, *they can play
paper gameg and have different peo-
ple dperate the same illegal sites
withaut belng detected,” he sald.

THE REFERENCE was to disclo-

‘sures that organized crime flgures

had coptinued to operate behind the
scengs at the Paxton Landfill for 10
years glter the city thought it had
kicked them out of the business.

Fahner §ald he would use the
hazardous' waste disposal problem
as leverage In an effort this spring
to ohtain leglslatlon glving the pt-
torney general the power to con-
vene statewlde grand juries.

A statewlde grand Jury was
sought unsuccessfully for 11 years
by Fabners predecessor, Wlllmm .l
Scott,’

“This is g perfect Issue to demon-
stratg¢ the nced for a statewide
Turn lo Pnge 74



Toxic waste
crackdown

“Coutlnued from Page 7

Fahner sald he intended
to make t -
:;:;;g:n' 'ol u;fih cases a “top prlodty!l'oo‘l)r::s
- ¢ sald he has spent one th
time on problemns with th dof hora
e disposal -
Ous wastes since he took oﬂrl’ce lh?; l;::}rd

THOMPSON SAID he :
would also
g:)l;u;ncci.to glve the Jilingis Pollutlon g::tl"l;?
rd a “kick In the behing” to draft regula-

lons effecting hazardo
us w
have been delayed for yenr:fte dlsp(.’ sal that

Noting dl_sclosures in th :
e serles, Th

s:ld the board has failed to move IO?'mtm

years on regulations regarding the disposg] of

lead, cadmiy
biphenyls. m, cyanide, and polychlorinated

The federal EPA has left the determination
of whether sludge Is a hazardous waste up to
the lndividual states, and the llinols Board
has falled to act on regulations proposed by
the EPA three years ago. :

“Next week,” Thompson sald, “we Wwill
Inquire of the pollution control board why it
is taking so long.” .

ZAGEL SAID THE new tlazardous Materi-
als Investigative Unit would use “traditional
criminal jnvestigative technlques” such as
surveillances and developing informants to
pinpoint fllegal dumpers and dump sites. .

§e said the investigations will be similgr to
probes of narcotics trafficking and medjcaid
fraud in that “we will trace the trail of profit
from. the generator to the dumpsite.”

complex financlal, corporate and real estate
transactions made to clrcumvent the law.

illegal crops of narcotics.

Zagel added sald the unit would probe

Py .

The unit will be outfitted with speclal :
- protective clothing, oxygen masks, video tape ~
equipment and Infrared scopes that would

enable them to conduct night survelllance of
dump sites. In eddition, Zagel sald he Is .
looking for special equipment used for *“serla] .-
surveillances” such as that used to detect:
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Hadan Draeger and Pamela Zekman
Ighs, 1990, Chicago Sun-Times
t the drum salvagers—a llule-known element in the
'ous wasie puzzle.
y are salnts and sinners, part of the natlon’s ¢hemléal
disposal problem and part of the solution.
recycilng barrels, they reduce the threat of scattering
:al polsons all over the landstape. But drum salvagers
ave provided four of the Chicago area’s most. vivid
examples of carcless waste handling (see storles
. .
1 year, the nationwlde recycling Industry reclaims 43

million secondhand 55-gullon drums, far excéceding the 30
milllon new barrels made each year,

In the process, this $400 million- to $500 milllon-a-year
business bandles a large volume of hazardous wastes. Every

Incoming drum has some resldues requiring disposal. Unséru-'

pulous operators, eager for ¢ontainers, have pulled away from

factory docks drums full of toxi¢ liqulds—thelr destinations

.unknown.

There are about elght legitimate recyclers In the Chidago
area and nearly as many “middiemen” who shinply buy and
sell used drums. Typlcally, the selling price of a reconditioned
barrel Is §10, compared with $13 for the new product.

Untll recently, government agencles largely ignored the role

_of such ¢ompanies in circulating hazardous wastes. Recyclers

dldn’t fit into a neat bureaucratic category, and It was '
assumed they handled “empty” drums.

The need for tighter control finally is being rccognlzcd but
problems remain. Federal oﬂlcluls poised for a sweeplng new
attack on hazardous wastes, stlll have not defined an “emnpty"”
drum. Some recyclers already are crossing three states to find
a safe disposal site for their wastes. . i

)
And, In the words of one Industry leader, there still lre
“some real bad uctors wha call theniselves reconditioners.”
MONDAY: Tha waste makers.



Calumet Containers
==it’s no resort

. John Jaglella proudly ‘distributes.

postcard-sized aerlal photos of his
drum-reconditioning buslness.

Surrounded by green trees and near- . .|

by lakes, if resembles a resort. Up

- ¢lose, however, his Calumet Contalners

plant is anything but scenic. -
The_plant, which hugs the Indiana

Tliinols border In Hamniond, opened In

1662. For at least eight years, the
Indlana State Board of Health has been
worrled about land and water pollution
from Calumet's drum wastes.

- Not unt}l March, 1979, however, did '

any government agency take legal a¢-

tion. That's when the Illinois attorney, :
general charged Calumet Contalners :. -
Powderhorn:

with polluting lllinois’
Lake by dumping wastes at the plant.

Earlier, frustrated Indlana inspectors . |

had filed a string of unfavorable re-

ports about the company. One endless .

concern-Involved wastes soaking Into
the ground from a conveyor belt carry-
ing newly arrived drums into the plant.

YEAR AFTER YEAR, the Inspectors
would report the sloppy operation—

and Jaglella’s promises to clean up.

Even at the time the Illinols suit was
filed, an Indlana Inspector wrote: “The
area Is still a God-awful mess.”

Since 1974, Ron Novak, chief of the
Hammond Alr Pollution Control De-
partment, has pressed Jagiella to clean
vp Inclnerator emissions. Two years
280, he focused on Calumet's waste
disposal, spurring new action by the
state. Later, he fought a cleanup agree-
fnent proposed by Indiana authorltles,
calling the plan too vague.

Jaglella says he's the victim of a

*personal vendetta” by one bureaucrat, -

Novak simply points to his bulging files
pn Calumet Contalners.

“We are satisfled there Is no stuff
toming onto the ground,” said Jaglella,
fescribing a concrete pit for catching
Irum wastes from the conveyor.

Gary Schnelder, a consultant who

pay buy lato the company, adds; “Peo-

sla think we are a chemleal wacta

-

A lake, but no resort

Contlnued from Page 6 %
dump. No one realizes It's Just residue.

BUT EVIDENCE OF land and water
pollution has been piling up. Early Jast
year, Calumet hired WAPORA In¢., an
environmental consultant, to study its

- problems. WAPORA found “pumerous

sources of potential contamination,”

. groundwater within a foot of the sur-

face and high levels of lead and highly
toxl¢ selenlum In sludge, soll and water

* samples. Sludge Is the product of
. sewage processing.

* Last fall, an Indiana Board of Health

“-chémist reported finding 44.5 parts per

million of toxi¢ polychlorinated biphen-
yls (PCBs) In a soil sample near the
sludge pit. “Anything greater than 5,
we get very alarmed,” he sald.
Jaglella's strongest defense s a July,
1979, letter from John McGuire, re-
glonal administrator of the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. McGulre
wrote that Calumet “does not represent
an Imminent and substantial endanger-
ment to health or the environment."
A newly completed $10,000 ground-
water study, jointly funded by Illinols
and the federal EPA, may tilt the scale.

- The report sald groundwater from

Calumet can migrate to both the Wolf
and Powderhorn lakes In Illinols.

" Test wells “indicate the presence of
¢ontamination In Iifinols groundwater,”
the report says. The study found “ele-
vated levels of phenolics, toluene and
xylene, which can be directly cprrelat-
ed to the cleaning operations” at Calu-
met. Levels of phenols, a cancer-caus-
Ing agent, In groundwater near the
drum conveyor were 10,000 times the
Illinols lmit, ;

g

LAST MAY, a Cuok County judge
ordered Calumet to stop burying
drums. Novak had reported that bull-
dozers were crushing drums, covering
them with dirt and allowing wastes to
ooze out. Jaglella contends the drums
were “empty."”

Jaglella says he's financially
strapped, with his workforce down
from 41 to 12. He blames two unin-
sured fires and the costs of obeying
environmental rules, :

Incoming drums are 99 percent emp-

~ ty and residues are hauled to an ap-

proved landfill near Rochester, Ind.,
Jaglella said. But a landfill officlal says
Jaglella delivered wastes there only
three times—all after.lllinols went to

" court.

In May of last year, Indlana ordered
Jaglella to stop dumping and storing
contaminants and to remove all residue
and contaminated soll. That order still
Is belng contested In court.

Photo for the Sun-Times by Trinks Sowa

l EVIDEHCE of poliution Is piling vp.




ong expressway
dump on wheels

rery day, tens of thousands -of
wrists whizzed along the Stevenson
¢. past the A. B. Contalner Co. near
ro Ave. g

I they saw were rows of seml-

erg—the -trademark of a typical . -

k terminal. Who'd bother to ask
" every traller faced toward the .
essway? :
1ere was a good reason: Plled In
trallers, visible only from the rear, -
3 hundreds of drums overflowing

liquld wastes. .

B. Contalner was @ chemléal

p on wheels. -

spectors for the Ilinols Environs .

tal Protection Agency were

med with an estimated 1,500
8 full of such flammable sub-.
es as toluene. Laboratory tests
‘ed that fumes from some drum-
les were so potent that they'd
y at 68 degrees Fahrenheit, room
erature. :

mes and several businesses are

gle-shaped properly owned by An-
' Drobut Sr., 4250 W. Knox.

CED WITH WHAT one officlal
. “a grave fire hazard,” the state
and attorney general headed for
County Circuit Court. The com-
and four Drobut family members
charged with lllegally collecting,
g8, transporting’ and disposing of
lous chemicals.

temporary restralning order on
:S Immediately shut down the
on.

rles_Geblen, environmental spp-

Turn to Page 74 ¢

ked last April when they discov- -
the operation—34 truck trallers. .

:d only a short distance from the

A dump on wheels

Continued from Page 6

_ clalist with the state EPA, sald A. B..

Contalner had no permits for what It
was doing. Yet there Is evidence the.
company had been collecting waste-
laden containers for more than a dec-
ade.

Sun-Times reporters visiting the site
after the court order found drums full
of an array of solvents and other
volatile chemicals. Most ¢came from the
paint and printing industries. In addi-
tlon, state Inspectors discovered two
soll-covered pits where paint and Ink
wastes had been buried. -

The terms of an Aug. 19 court order

. to the company were clear: Liquids

must be pumped from the drums and

. taken to a refiner. Remaining barrels

and wastes that can't be recycled are to
g0 to an approved landfill. Contaminat-

ed soll from the two pits.also must be

ilcupq_d up and taken to & landfill,

¢ %

| ANTHONY "DROBUT" has " declined "/

comment on the situation. Thomas C.
Drobut, who managed the business,
dled last May shortly after the first
court order was lssued. His® sister,
Diane, declined to say anything about
the company’s activities: “There 18 no
more business. It's all cleaned up. It's
over, thank God."”

She did say that the company had
ceased operations before state Inspec-
tors arrived last spring, adding: “The
stuff was just stored there.”

But the label on one drum found by"

reporters showed it had been shipped

as late as April 3 to a company that

supplied used drums to Drobut.
Officials still are trying .to unravel

‘the exact nature of the long-running

operation. Thomas Drobut had a tank-
truck license and Illinols EPA waste-
hauling permit. There's evidence that

some drum-cleaning was done In a.

small bullding at the site. But what
volume of solvents was collected over
the years? And where did the chemi-
cals go? .

Still another question is how A.B.
Contalner managed to escape detection
for so long before the state was tipped
0". s

“It Is strange that we didn't see It
before,” sald the EPA’s Geblen. “But I
know why our office didn't. First, we
had no complalnt. Second, we don't
have the personnel.”

LIQUID WASTE

by the truckload,
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Polson’s ... .
] don’t wau.t to die’

For 10 years, Roy C. Clyburn has

hauled water from nelghbors because
his own wells can't be used.

4o

Three times, Clyburn sank shallow. -

.- wells. But all of them produced water :

" with a such a strong solvent odor it
. 'was unfit to drink. :

~ Clyburn and his wife live just north
of Cross Brothers, a contalner-recycling

operation In an out-of-the-way cornef .

of Kankakee County.

" State officlals say the business also
has served for some 20 years as a
¢esspool for Industrial wastes from the
Chicago area. Now, say the officlals,
the nearby wells are polsoned. y

High levels of toluene, xylene and

similar toxi¢ solvents were found In

water from the Clyburn wells. Xylene,
for example, has been found to cause
nerve damage. :

James Cross, who ov'vns the ¢ontaine
er business, denles creating any hazard.

“I don’t know why this is a big
thing,"” he told the Sun-Times on a tour
* of the 10-acre site. “I just rework paint
¢ans.”

UNTIL CROSS was raided, Clyburn
wasn't overly concerned about his
nelghbor, whom he calls “a nice fel-
low.” Now Clyburn Is worried: “I don’t
want to dle, and I don't want my
grandchildren who come around here
to dle.”

_Toxl¢ solvents also turned up In an
abandoned well on the Robinson broth-
ers' property just north of the Cly-
buras’. Frank Robinson sald that well
“hasa't been used for about three
years.,” State Inspectors were told the

Turn to Page 74
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‘] don’t want to die’

Continued from Page 6
solvent odors made the water unfit
even for livestock.

Discovery of the Cross Brothers op-
eratlon last July was an eye-opener to
state officials: It had operated for two
decades with no permit of any kind.

In this case, one trouble spot led to

|

drums, dan

|

another. Charles Gebien of the state

Environmental Protection Agency:
plcked up the trail last April. Twice he
spottéd a Cross Brothers truck at the

. A. B. Contalner Co. In Chicago, where

1,500 drums of wastes were stored

{llegally.

YING OVER the 10-acre Cross
ultler.l‘ Geblen saw an estlmqted 256,000
drums and palls. State Inspectors ralded
the premises with a search warrant

24.

Ju!%"hey found what amounted to a
crude chemical dump: large areas of
ground soaked with up to 8 Inches of
wastes. Full and partly full drums
holding gooey, multicolored. gunk and
highly flammable substances. Strong
solvent odors permeated the place.

Worst of all, the business sits on a
layer of sandy soil 40 to 75 feet deep.
“Pollutants spilled on the surface cguld
readily migrate through the sand” to
contaminate underground water,
warned a state geologist.

Surveying the illegal operation, the
Illinols attorney general's office called
It “the biggest of this type ever found
in IMinois.”

Cross says that he reclaims 3- and 5-
gallon paint pails by burning out resl-.
dues. He sells them for about 50 cents
aplece after the dents are removed and’.
the palls have been polished, washed
and painted.

He contends that these pails, and not -
55-gallon drums, were what state In«
spectors first saw In their flight. How-
ever, a later inventory turned up 350
burnt, rusty §5-gallon drums holding
charred wastes. Cross says the drums -
are left from a fire in 1978. )

His Chicago attorney, Richard
Vaughns, says: “We are not dealing in
Industrial waste. They were not dump-
Iing on the ground. It was just spillage
generated in the ordinary course of
business.” . if [ iy 5

NEIGHBORS AN
ployees tell a different story. One exs

A'n;¢ Y s' 4
ND_{armer Crosg smé... .|

' worker related how Cross stacked pﬂll

and burned out the resldues, using
“thinner” transported in drums from
Chicago: “He throws the stuff from the
drums over the pails and lights it."

Others confirmed the practice.

Under a court order, Cross must take
to an approved disposal site all Indus-
trial wastes, waste-bearing containers
and contaminated soil.

But the full story still is unfolding:

Using metal detectors, state inspectors -

discovered buried drums. Cross has
agreed to pinpoint about 10 trenches

full of buried drums if the evidence Is

not used against him later.

Cross has not identified his drum
sources nor responded to a court order
to turn over his business records. He
told the Sun-Times the containers were

obtalned “mostly in Chicago” but.de- '

nled knowing the owners of A. B. Con-
tainer.

Lawyer Vaughns says that Cross
Brothers operated for 15 to 20 years

without a permit for one reason: “They -
really didn't know they had to have -

'Y f 7
e '-..';T_ D4 0
Sun-Times Pholo by Jo‘m H White

| JAMES CROSS at Kankakea County site.




Drums (and danger)
- go up for grabs - »

i EAR

" For a “vacent” lot, the property, gt '

1446 W. Grand attracts a lot of night- |
. tilme activity. 10, it
’ Nelghbors watch as people stop, ﬂék =

bricks from the remains of a demol-  |.

ished bullding and drive off. Evgp pos .
lice In squad cars join the act.; -
But that Isn’t all: The visitors also
help themselves to some of the mere-:
than 300 old drums on the slte—drups .-

" fllled with unknown chemical wastqs,
“*“If they need a barrel, they kick gne.
over,” sald Joseph Douglas, who

llved two doors away from the lpt for -, §

all his 35 years. “Where are you going
to go for garbage can§?"

left of the defunct Nelsen Brothers.
Drum Co., where two bulldings were ..
demolished last summer. g
They also are an example of_the
haphazard way In which potentlally
dangerous wastes are scattered groynd

oo

The orphaned drums are all;that’s.. ™|

the Chicago arca—and often lgnored.

. ons aw Smmeie. cs - N
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NELSEN BROTHERS, founded In
1898 as a cooperage shop, becameé a
recycler of metal drums when wooden
barrels became obsolete. For more than
half a century, owner Frank 'Jarbkl

operated without causing much ‘of 3

stir In the neighborhood.
"“They never bothered us,” sald John
Guerrlerl, 71, of 1431 W.. Grand," &

“longtime resldent. “Half the time,’ you

didn't know they were there. !’

.~ Then the trouble started. Jarskl dled
~ about three years ago. In the Blizzard

of '79, the roof of one bullding col-

" lapsed. Jarski's widow ran the business

until she dled last February. Soon' after-
ward, It closed for good. . N
For almost half a year afterward,

- one of the buildings held a secret: Its-

blue metal walls hid a bulging"stores

"house of drums overflowing i With
_wastes. ~ 3

In the séavenger trade, the word got
ardund that drums holding *hot”

¢hemical waste were looking .for &
home. No one would touch them. 7 -

"Sun-Times reporters who peeked 1ne

~ sida the bullding last August foind &
: " 'Turnto Page 74

)

Peril up for grabs

Continued from Page 6
mass of full barrels giving off strong,

|

stifling fumes. Many had overflowed, -

leaking onto the dirt floor. Drum labels
‘from scores of original manufacturers
Identified such hazardous substances as
trichloroethane. Next door, where the
roof had collapsed, empty drums were
scattered like children's toys.

CITY OFFICIALS had insisted that

the buildings be torn down if the roaf

Frank Jr., signed a contract to sell the
property to a neighboring business. The
prospective buyer obtained a demoli-

tion permit on Aug. 21, hired a wreck- *

er and razed both bulldings. :
. Robert Cole, of 1441 W. Grand, sald

he was worried about chemical fumes -

while the plant was running. But his
anxlety increased after it shut down: “I
thought for sure it was going to be
torched. If it ever did catch fire, It
would be a big one.”

o)

“We found drums punctured by .
forklifts, and a lot had spilled over,”
sald “Stanley Whitebloom, iIndustrial-

- waste ‘coordinator for the district.

Whitebloom sent the ¢ase to the
| ity's Environmental Services unit. The
owner recelved a citation’ for Illegal
waslg dumping. Last month, a judge

“| gave the owner until Dec.'2 to remove
‘| and properly dispose of drums that had
- (beep sltting In the open for two

manths. .
“Right now, those drums cannot be

. ) .. touched until they get the -
weren't repaired. Jarskl’s crippled son, ity gng analysls?!' gald Dogr;.p gal‘l):;.

_dlroclpr of engineering services for the
clty anvironmental section,:“It's a po-
:enujl hazard untll you know what it
o T R ) B

)

"+ ATTORNEY Alfred B. Teton, repre-

‘senting the owner, sald the wrecker
had hired a qualified laboratory to run

. ests on the drum contents. He sald the
- wrecker, Archer Demolition Corp., no-
*tifled ‘him last week that the results

With the bullding torn down, the .
barrels were in full view. The Fire .

Department got a complaint and called
the Chicago District.

showed the materials wer¢ “not flam-
mable or toxic.”: .

Gallay said this is “upacceptable”
and he'll insist on certified test results

.|from all 300 drums. But none of this

eases the neighbors' worries.

“What's going to happen to this
stuff?” asked Joe Douglas, who has
two small daughters. “If the barrels
were open, the rains soaked it down
Injg she ground. This worrles the hell
out of me now.” S
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Toxic peril
at §,000 |
dump sites

Part 8, Page 4
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Cold ,
-Partly sunny with a
high in the low 40s. De-
tails on Page 81.
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A MOUNTAIN of mbeslqs debris marks the 180-acre J

ohns-Ma nville Co. plant site on the shores of Lake

imes Phato by




5@

rowing piles of poison worry state ,

is advice doesn’t

by Claudia Ricci
ind  Harlan Draeger

lill Petrich i8 listed by a federal agency as
one man in Illinois who can find a place
dangerous waste, but his own records

/

)w he has routed millions of gallons of :

smicals to unlicensed sites.

»etrich operates a company called the Enyl- -

imental Clearing House Organizatlon.
ich advises companies where to send
stes and operators how to run their dumps.
1O, as the clearinghouse is known, even |s
ed as a waste exchange in a recent
)chure put out by the U.S. Envirommnental
ytection Agency.

3ut look how some of Pe(ru.h ¢ advice has

ned out:

In December, 1978, he suggested that pol-

‘ sop-filled drums be moved from Hammond to
' a site In Chicago, where special equipment at

the U.S. Drum Disposal Co. would be used to

EPA inspectors found nothing more at the
Chicago site than thousands of crushed and
leaking barrels. The EPA filed suit, charglng

I the site was an illegal dump.

" Petrich admits the site never had the prop-

r equipment, adding that all he wag hired to

jo was to .give “my best technlcal point o(
view.”

In August, 1979, he proposed to clean up
the U.S. Drum site by sending the barrels to a
“newly developed” facility in Indiana called
Synthetic Energy Products of America. He
indicated special equipment was available at

9th and Cline In Gary to incinerate the waste
properly Indiana , lnspcclhrs touml another’

vacant 'Jot.
Petsich’s delense' “All 1 did was make

. recommendations."”

U.S. Drum is owned by Steve Martell, a

‘ repeat violator targeted by state EPA agents

as the man they'd most like to put out of the
waste-disposal business. Martell, who also

‘@perates the notoriovs Paxton Landfill Corp.

on Chicago’s South Side, has been advised by
Petrich since 1977.

Records show that Petrich told waste gen-

neutralize the polson. Three months :later,'"

ways end problem /:

erators during six months in 1977 and 197§
that they could dump millions of gallons of
liquids at Paxton even though the dump
wasn't permitted to accept any liquid wastes.
The EPA was suing the dump for accepting
other liquid wastes at the time the chemicals
were deposited.

. .
‘Petrich says the Jack of a permit was a
“technicality.” -

* Long before most people realized the dan-
ger of unwanted chemicals, Petrich completed
the first state-funded survey of the problem.

. He then helped draft the regulations to license

waste haulers.

Petrich formed his clearinghouse in l976
which he continues to operate from his home
in Hazel Crest. In the first year of operation,
Petrich said he steered to dumps about 15
percent of thé waste generated in the state.

Today, he's offering his advice to an even
wider audience. He has joined the Midwest
Waste Exchange to share information with
other waste brokers in lowa and Missouri.

Aud he's a director of a 2-year-old outfit
with global goals. It's called WASTE—the
World Association of Solid Waste Transfer
and Exchange.

Blll PETRICH consultom on dangerous wastes:

(Sun-

“All | did was make recommendations.”’

Times Phato by Gene Pesek).



ly Terry Shalfer s

nd Pamela Zekman
. mountain of asbestos has been building
55 years just 100 yards from the shore of
e Michigan at the Johns-Manville Co.
i-in Waukegan.
or years, it has been worrying environ-
ital inspectors who envislon the stuff
plng Into the soil and eventually linding its
¢y into the lake.
o far, say the thankful officials, there
o't been any sign of contamination from
asbestos or. the lagoons of mysterlous
1d that share the 180-acre site. B
tonically, the folks al the stgte Environ-
al Protectlon Agency have another rea-,
to be thankful. At least they know about
potential hazard.
Vhat really worries themn Is the estimated
)0 factory sites in the state where compan-

plle the polSonoug by-products of produc-

v with scarcely a second thought. And
re 1L sits. .

Millions of tons of toxic wastes,” says a
:nt congressionai report, “are disposed of

EIGHTH IN each year im an euvi-

ronmentally unsound
isinle_s_ manner resulting In

what has been aptly
labeled ‘ticking time
bombs."

It Is estimated that
58 percent of the haz-
NS ‘ardous waste In 1lli-
OUR TOXIC Iwis lles undetected on
\:TIME BOMB industrial sites, ac-

g cording to Thomas E.
ranagh Jr. of the EPA’s land pollution-
trol division. That amounts to more than 7
llon tons each year of undocumented
ste.

-

Even most of the companies known to be
generating wastes aren’t properly supervised.
Of an estimated 21,000 companles operating
in the state, says Cavanagh, “fewer than 1

* percent” hold EPA permits for hazardous

.. waste disposal.

THE EPA ESTIMATES that Illinols plants
. annually store, dump, burn or pump down
wells some- 2,566 tons of cyanide and’ other

“ dangerous metal compounds, 138 tons of
asbestos, 23 tons of po)ychlorinated biphenyls

"(PCBs) and 21 tons of pesticides,

Cyanide and other heavy metals can be’

.lethal in large cqncentratlons. Asbéstos. can
- cause cancer or fatal Jung disease. Pesticldes

and £CBs have been assoclated with cancer.:

[ ] K J L 2

Not all of the dangerous l'ndusirjal wastes
ar¢ stashed lllegally. Some apprqved dispgsal

! procedures are as _!rlghtenlng as the unlawful - '

. ones, . . . g 3
The latest wrinkle in eliminating utwanted

. waste, for example, is to force-feed it thou- :
i sands of feet into the earth with high-

: pressure pumps. Since the first *‘deep-injec-
tion” well opened in Illinois in 1065, more

(

unit -of Chicago’s Peoples Energy Corp., .ol)f;—-_
ates two wells. Its well at Herscher, sulu \
wesl of Kankakee, disposes of disso v:q,
chemicsls and its well at §t. Elmo, l!l smij«:e-
ern 1ilinois* Fayette County; pun.\ps chlorides
lates. . _

‘n?lo‘\:lndh'\; aut the list are a well in “f“"‘:'
pin, in nerh-central 1Hinois, which aue:.
ncl(lis. .,m"’ well in m‘mvme. -'\:Vh|c~h|m| _es}
corrosives, acids and a high-chlaride solut oxz ‘
The Menpepin well is operaled b_y .Ione'sl “
Laughlln"Steel Co. and the Danville we

than 2 billion galions of acids, corrosives,
alkallne solutions and pesticide residues have
_been shot into nine wells on seven sites.

. The waste is injected into a thick layer of
"-sarous rock that experts believe will hold the
"chemicals safely. The porous rock is shielded
[from above and below .by layers of non-
_permeable rock to prevent the chemicals from
itraveling over time to any nearby ground-
‘water sypplies. .

! Tests on existing wells have indicated that
ichemicals haven’t spread- horizontally from
.the point of injection by more than 1,000 feet.
" Pumping the earth full of acid and other
hazardous llquids may sound like shady busi-
ness, but the wells are approved and operate
under slalteé permits. -

line. The well, which wbrks today only as a
‘hackup to a second well built in 1972, was
used to dispose of water used to clean equip-
ment for manufacturing Chlordane, a pestj-
clde so Loxic it now is limited to special uses.
The newer well is used (o dispose of Chlor-
dane-contaminated water and other corrosive
wasles.

JACK RADEMACHER, a former officlal of
the federal EPA who now works for Velsicol,
says he is confident the nearby groundwater
is safe. “Nothing.,” he said, “runs off that
property.” '

Owing to the hospitable geology of the
area, there are three wells in Tuscola, south
of Champaign, in Douglus County. Two aye
operated by the Cabot Corp. and one is run by

The state's oldest wuste wellis one 0t WiV (heitiS: industrial Corp. All three shoot acids
opefated by Velsicol Chemical«Cas hwdMaes s o -ihe earth,

shall, (n Clark .County near the Indians stat€ |

The Natural Gas Pipetine Go. of Amcrica, 8

)led Chemical Co. "~
ml.‘\:t;cyey‘j:'oncern in constructing these wells
is ihe danger ol earthquakes. A quake..a(lelr‘
all, could break the shleld of n()'n-porous-r(:‘c iy
nn:i send -the chemicals llu»?ing 1o W o-_;___

s-whaere. ' C ..

kn?)‘:,llclals say they allow lhel wells o:lyBLn‘r. |
00 solugically sound. .
areas known o be grOlUBICR ' ut-
' ' i 1 the elfects of the i
thére arg questions about, ;
wells thamselves on the mngrd; of the car;l;. v
State ; EPA hydrogeologist Rauf Piskin ’

noles (o'x"'example, a 1970 report on the deep

well at the Rocky Mountaln Arsenal in Derby,
Colo. The report says the well may h:v. y
“’:.nmula'lcd" the frequency of earthquakes.

or a period of Ume. = o

'hel:l‘;lioSvSeED l'l,\l A recent interview to,r..h'ls‘
view of -the safety of injection wells, ln'skm

replied:’ #] et me say it this way. We em,m.n‘r_-

age a generator 1o exhaust every other p.u‘slsi-

ble mefhjod of waste disposal pefore we Issue

a permjt lor a deep well”

- - -
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Some manufacturers haven't found sensible
ways to get rid of the chemical junk they
generate. So, they just dump the stufl In man;.
made lagoons at the plant, hoping someone’,
-will come up with a way to get rid of it. |

Allled Chemical has live lagoons of acid,
sludge at Its plant in Dpwnstate Metropolis,y
where it makes uranium hexafloride for nu-y
clear-reactor cores. Officials of the company 4
know they have a problem at Lhis plant on
the Ohio River near Paducah, Ky. ;

"pbvlously." sald Dennis I.. Halﬂeld the
compgny’s regional envnronmenlal manager“
““we can't keep building lagoons.” .

Hatfield says the company has taken some ¢
Pains to protect the public. There's no danger
the sludge will leak, he says, because: ‘%

N e .

lagoons are “rubber-lined, under-drained, fu
ly- Inspccted and equipped with leak delé
tors.”
Unfortunately, all lagoons don't beqeﬂé\ ;
from such hyphenated technology. ]
There was a leak last year at a pon&
holding hydrochloric acid awaiting ln)u.llo” :

into the ground at Allied’s plant in Danville,y, ‘

according 1o a report of the federal EPA,

Tests from monitoring wells near the lac
goon found that nearby groundwater had;
been contamjnated by fluoride, chloride, sul-
fale and some melals. The lagoon was closed ,
a few months ago and Allied contends a layer 4,
of dense clay kept the pollution on the plant-'
site.

AT LEAST Allied Chemical knew the cons ,"
tents ol its lagoons.

The seven lagoons sharing the yard WIlh
the asbestos mountain at the Johns- Manvnlle' \
plant ip Waukegun are nothing more than
holes in the ground filled with mystery.

*“The plant is about 56 years old and, over . |
the years, various kinds of products went jg i,
there,” said Neal Amaring, director of corpo- "
L v Tuin-to: Pugo 209
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Growmg piles of poison
worrying state officials .

Continued from Page 4

" rate relatlons for the company. “So, It's hard

|

to say what might be in there.”

It's’ certain, however, that asbestos Is
there—in both the lagoons and the 50-foot
mountain. Byt Amaripo says there's no danger
" from the substance, which has been linked to
all manner of lung diseases, Including cancer.

It's “locked in and cannot leave company
property,” he says, explaining that the com-
pany processes the fibrous substaiice to keep
it from blowing through the alr.

[ ] ® [ J

Wihile state environmental Inspectors know

. full well the dangers that lurk In nany
. Jndustrial backyards, the perpetyal under-
¢ staffing of the state EPA snares officials In a
» Catch-22 situation.

" The law says the generator of waste must
apply for a pevmit ta store or dispose of
hazardous wasles. Because there's no army of
inspectors to look for violators, the permiis
generally go only to the companles volunteer-

« ing for them. What violator is going to go
- logking for trouble by seeking a permit?

BUT LOOK WHAT has happened to one
company trying to avoid trouble by geulng a
disposal permit.

For nearly a ycar, Black Leaf Products Co.,
"of Elgin, has been sitling on a lethal stockplle
of 2,4,5-T Silvex, a defollant similar to the

. Agent Orange used in Vietnam.

The company didu't make the chewical. It
only put it into little botiles for retail sale.

* " The companies that can’t pour their junk

. ),,Ql.,‘\

‘But It was ordered to recall the product when
the federal EPA decided the chemical was too
dangerous to stay on the market.

Now that Black Leal has complied, the
federal EPA won't issue the special permlts
the company nceds to dispose of the chemicpl.
¥or the moment, apparently, it doesn’t matter.
No one can come up with a place to send it.

- “Who is the bad guy if it leaks?" asks a
Black Leaf executive, “Or if we have a fire?”

And then Lhere are the companies that
don’t care whal becomes ol the waste they
muake—as long as they're not caught holdlng
the bag or the barrel.

Many companies flush thelr waste Into the
sewers. “Everything they use there goes
down the drain,”'said a long-time employee
of a Chicage wmetal-processing plants. 1 won-
der why it doesa't kill the fish.”

CYANIDE, CADMIUM; solvents, PCBs and
other chemicals aren't gemoved during
sewage treatmcnt. They're left in the sludge
that remains when pracessing is finished. And
the sludge is spread In farms and landfills. |

down a drain hire haulers to take the chemi-
cals off their hands. They figure the haulers
are paid to worry about where the stuff is
dumped, |

“I’s out of snghl " shrugged one lruslraled
EPA inspector. “And out of mind.”

TUESDAY: llecl-dragging in Washlngton.
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PA rules no more Love Canals’?
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o little ‘and too late”
famillar words come from an environmentsl leader,
bing the federal governmcnu attack om luurdoua
[ N
ed on the record, he's close to the mark.
scopo and volume of paper work, the program s
ing but small. Already, it has generated more.than 2,000
of complex rules. The estimated cost for lndustry to
Iy is more than $500 million a year. ) :
“there's little reason to expect that the U.S. Envlronmen-
rotecuon Agency, which starts enforcing Its {irst rules
Wednesday, ¢an produdp a timely, ef-
l'QFA SERIES fective solution for the toxlc‘\nstg
o crisis. Here'g‘why: . %, &
5 e Long delays already have stWed the
federal machinery to & crawl. Four
years after Congress acted, only h}l( of
the rules are In place. }
¢ EPA officlals c¢dncedg that, 1y prgc-
tice, It may take anothsr decade Gefore
they can bring the chemical-waste
threat under control,
o Critics, Including some , within the
rament, contend that the new -federal rules are full ot

og boles. .
ch practical dmlcultles as a shortage of safy disposal sltes
te serlous obstacles. So does the fact that most states are
repared to take over enforcement ol the (edeul program..
longress intended, ey 2 -3 -

zfgoun TOXIC
\ITIMI BOMB

ncertalnty clouds the program because the Incomlng
gan administration s pledged to trim regulations covering

istry.

§&
A "4 A4

NONE OF THIS ENCOURAGES cliizens of llinols, where a
Sun-Ties serles has documented a sorry history of reckless,
lllega)l wasle dumping.

Congress created the framework for controlling hazardous
wastes by passing the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act of 1976. EPA Administrator Douglas M. Costie put the
issue at the top of hls priority list. )

But EPA's fallure to deyelop a comprehensive program for
safe disposal of wastes In four years scarcely reflects the
urgency of the problem.

The 1
statutory deadline for proposing and carrying out the pro-

gram. It would be even further behlnd schedule it environ-
mental groups and the lllinols attorney genernl hnd nof sued

the agency for flouting the 1978 law.

Worse yet, says a top EPA officlal, the rulel aolng Into
effect Wednesday won't prevent another Love Canal toxic-
waste disaster. Willlam Sanjour, chlef of toxic-waste Imple-

" mentation for the asency, aaid the rules are too riddled with

Joopholes.

“It's possible lor wute ;q dontaln any amount of rat polson,

bubonic plague, nerve gas and dloxin, the most deadly
compound created by man, and yet not be classified as
hazardous,” he sald.

For two years, Sanjour has been blowing the whistle on his
superiors, 1o no avall. He contends that they yielded to
pressute from an Inflation-conscions White House by drasti-
cally teducing the scope of the program iIn June, 1878.

*] was being told to castrate my own chlld * sald Sanjour,
thep In clmrge of writlng the rules. “So I became very

uncoopesative.”

Sunjour was transferred to a “meaningless job™ for a year
! while the proposed regulations were reviewed and redrafted.

EPA WAS SUPPOSED TO huve all the machlpery Il -

federal agency defled Congress by misslng every’

operation by October, 197§ On the hecls of the cutback, top
EPA officlals declded to work in two astages. *

The resull s that the nation, after walling twa years longer '
than Congress Intended, pow wlll bhave tg seltlp for half a
| program calied “Phpsg ). : .

Costle has heralde{LPhug I as the start ol "cmlle to-gnvo"
control over 57 milljon ton. of hazardous wastes produced
each year. It puts the- lu,urdous label on about 360 toxic
chemicals and 80 Industrial'wastes. Factories and other waste -
generators are required’ toTest unlisted wagtes" to determlne
whether they are toxlc. ﬂammable. corroslvo ‘or violently
feactlve. % .

The first-stage plan ml up a national Waste-mcklng
system, with a “manifest", following every hazardous waste
shipment. Companles trepting or dlsposlng ot bazardous =
wastes must obtain permits to operate.”

But Sanjour and other EPA Insiders, who dqcuned to be -
named, are distressed abou} important areas that Phase | does .
not cover. Thelr list. Includg¢s several pesticide wastes, radjoac-
Alve wastes and asbestos, » known cancer~cludn¢ sgent. -

-SANJOUR SAID' TESTS for toxlclty were llmlted to only
six pesticides and elght heavy metals, although the EPA staff
:ad c(liled 4,000 chgmlcala that could make a waste materlal

azardous,’

' Contrary to the mten; o( Congress, there are no requlre-
[ments for testing thepotential of wastes to cause cancer, birth
detecls or genetlc mutatipns.

One serlous shortcoming of the Phase I rules lg a lack of de-
sign or performance standards for landfills and Other waste-
. management facilities.

Sanjour callg the rules )lcavy on procedural requlrements

A'v

and llfht oy technlcal mndards Mlulng. pe s8ys, are strict
guidelines to cover the. "burning of wastes, volaumy and
leaching ot wutel lnto ‘roundwater. :

Such gaps are oriticized both by environmental groups and
the National Solid- Wastes Management Assoclallon, which
joined the lawsult agalnst’ EPA.

“We'd like the EPA to pet at least basic minlmum standards,
and s0 would the industry,” sald Bill Butler, attorney for the
Environmental Defense Fund. “We want to prolect people's
- water supplies, 'lhey want to ensure (hat ‘some slles get
~ permits.” :

Rlchard llanneman, apolresmnn for the trade assoclatlon,
.s8ld Love Canal and shnilar discoverles have created “public
hysterla” over toxic wastes. He thinks waste handlers stand §
better chunce of overcoming tough local opposition to new
facilitles by showlng they wilt mcet federal gtandards.



EPA’s stock reply to critics of Phase | has been: “Walit for
Phase 11.” The agency was given®until this fa]l to come up
with Phase II, Including fechpical standards. EPA recently
Interpreted this to be the last day of fall—Dec. 21.

Steffen Plehn, head of EPA'y solid-waste office, concedes
that the agency once agaln will produce just half a loal.
Plehn sald standards will be proposed for Incinerators and
treatment facilities. But nothing will be proposed this time
Gt b . around for landfills and la-
goons, which recelve most of
the nation’s hazardous wastes,
. he sald. Instead of requiring
precise standards for lagoons,
EPA Is leaning toward setting
few, It any, specific gulde-
lines.

“Thal's a 180-degree turnas
- bout,” groused Hanneman,
saying It allows state and lo-
cal officials to set standards
case by case. Butler predicted
.“complete chaos.”"

In Senate hearings, Plehn
answered comments that
EPA's 13,000 personnel could
do a better job by citing the
regulatory. “hoopn" it must g0
.through,

. Hoops or not Sanjour says
tho problems date back to a
meeting June 12, 1978, be-
tween Thomas Jorling, an as-

DOUGLAS M. COSTLE . pistant EPA administrator, and
his boss, John P. Lehman. Lehman's notes show Jorling
saying, “Don’t take on oll and su Industry at outset. Split out
the other biggies.”

\

The upshot was that certain wutes produced by oil and gas
drillers and electric utilities received virtual exemptions.
Several key tests for chemical hazards also were dropped
from the regulations.

.

Lehman sald EPA did not buckle under Industry pressure
and simply Is trying to produce “a pragmatic program Umt
will work.”

Jorling, now a Willlams College professor, denied that the

* rules were trimmed because of President Carter's campaign:
against Inflation. Instead, he says the hazardous-waste pro<
gram was hampered by a lack of money and manpower and.
the *“chilling eﬂect" of rising senmpent against regulatlona,

_ PRESIDENT-ELECT REAGAN picked up that sentiment as
campaign theme, and his aides already are talking about ]
one-year moratorium on new regulatons.

But the most discouraging news Is that hazardous wastes'
will remain a threat for years under any circumstances. Phase
1 allows existing waste facilitles to continue operating until
permits are processed. The trouble is that no action can be:
taken on permits until standards are established. i

It could tgke five to 10 years to review permits for 30, 000
éslimated hazardous waste sites——plus two 10 six years 10'
deny a permit. ‘

*  Meanwhile, sald Butler, of the Environmental. Deunse Fund, "
“Midnight dumpers will have a field day.”

Commented EPA's Plehn: “It's golng to be several yeau

F‘{l‘elorp we have this hazardous-waste problem under contrul

It's by 1990, we will have done well.”



Chicago, Wednesday, Novembr 19, 1980

Toxic dump cleanup bill cleared for Senate actior

From Sun Times Wires

WASHINGTON—The Senale Finance Committee cleared
12 way Tuesday for Scnate action on a multibiltion-dollar bill
) clean up laxic chenrical dumps.

The committee voted unanimously to send a $4.2 billion
superfund” bill to the floor for couslderation, posalbly early
ext week.

The bill goes to the floor without a recommendation,
owever, and senators said they expect a scaled-down version
0 actually be the focus of debale.

Although the Finance Committee made no changes in the
iill, Chalrman Russell B. lLoong (D-la.) sald negotiations
setween the Democratic and Republican leadership would be
-ssentlal if the bill Is to pass.

In forwarding the mcasure without a recommendation,
onunittee members sald they did not want the panei to
\ppear responsible for kitting the bill In' the' dwlﬂp (’ays
he 96th Congress. A -

il
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tHowever, L. ong sald the commmee vole was justified by the
need for quick action,

e Stem §Eeping poison; an edilorial, Page 63.

The bill Is intended to face the problems of toxic chemicals
seeping into the environment. It was prompted by environ-
mental disasters such as Love Canal, the New York neighbor-
hood that discovered it was built atop an abandoned chemical
dump that was slowly polsoning iis residents,

Similar problems have been found across the nallon since
then, and the surgeon general has warned that the problem of
toxic chemicals will pose a major public health concern
through the next decade,

The bill is the most ambitious of four “superfund” proposals

' pending in Congress. The House alrcady has approved two
bills, vme establishing ‘2 $1.2 biltioh fund fdr abandoned

chemical dumps and ‘one setling up- twd funds lolullng $7.)0

niillion to cover oil .nd chemical spills.

The fourth proposal was uuveiled Tuesday morning.
compromise drafted by the chairman and ranking minorl
member of the Senate Environmeat and Public Works Coi
mitlee—Senalors Jennings Randolph (D-W. Va.) and Robert
Stafford (R-Vi.)—il wonld establish a $2.7 billion superfun
striking a balance between the House and Senate version

That bill was still In rough form Tuesday moruning, and t
Finance Committee could not examine Its details. But it
expected to become the main bill before the Senate, .

Paul Fadelll, an ald¢ tp the Senate Eanvironment Commltt:
said Finance Commilfee lawyers are working on the t
language in the compromise, including the critical question
how much of the fund would come lrom taxes on
chemical industr, ry.

The original Senalg' version would put 88 percent of 1
cost on the industry, whils the House version puts
Industry share at 79 mrceut.
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Editorials

An independent newspaper, dedicated 1o charnpioning individual
freedom, to exposing abuse of the public trust and to fostering
a healthy environment, & sound econorily and a fust sociely.

Stem seeping poison

For more than a weeck, Sun-Timeg readers
hava been confronted with a frightening fact:
poisonous chemical wastes bubbling up out of
their makeshift burial grouuds all around the
state—and Into where?

Supplies of drinking water. Chlldren s play-

grounds, Rivers and streams wheu people’

fish and swim, un-
aware of the peril.

All these and nmore,
as our Investigalive
team's Toxic Time
Bomb serles revealed.
The potential victim Is
you. And the culpritg?
o Uncaring, unaware or
unscrupulous dump op-
erators, turning a quick buck while endanger-
Ing thelr neighbors’ health and safety.

o Repeat polluters, some with ties to orga-
nized crime, tlouting disposal laws again and
again (hrough fancy legal footwork.

. @ State and local officials hobbled by Insuffl-
clent Investigative funds—or apparent indif-
ference to the health (hreat.
¢ Even supposedly “clean” disposal services
playing fast aud loose with waste-manage-
ment laws—and relying on revolving-door
personnel arrangements with agenclies that
are thelr offictal waichdogs.

Fortunately, Gov. Thompson, Attorney
General Ty Fahner and law Enforcement
Director James B. Zagel have promised swift
response, ranging frum a speclal $1.3 milllon
antj-pollution unit 1 a vow of tough criminal
action agalnst the worst violators.

Oune of Fahner's plans deserves especlally
quick response from the Legislature: a

aten.st fhin

;:OUR TOXIC
“YIMEB BOMB

Antrmanara

whose crimes often cross county lines. Such
Investigative panels had long been the goal of

Fahner's predecessor, William J. Scott; our: .
reporters’ revelations show the need for a- -

speclal grand jury before it's too late. :
Officials also must ask why the state :
Environmental Protection Agency has allowed
80 many dumpers to go unpunished so long— .
10 years in one case uncovered fn our serles.’
HNlinols has the lurgest number of “covered” .
chemical dumps tn the natlon, but the prob...
len hardly ends here. As we sald monthg ago,
there’s need for a strong lederal environmen-
tal superfund to pay tor remiedial action oice .
dangerous dumps are spotted. .
There Is fear that the tncoming Reagan
adminlstration and its pro-business allics in:™
the Senate lack sensitivity to such environ-
mental questions. There even scems {o be
pressure to stall the superfund vote that had
been expected this fall in the Senate. )
The Toxic Time Bomb stories—plug those
from New York's Love Caunal, plus polluled.
welly in Massachusetlts and Tennessee, plusg’
the 3,000 hazardous-substance spills reported
natlonwide every year—show the need for a
comprehensive national plan along the lines of
the $4 billion fund that has been proposed. -
The cost s high, though three-fourths
would be borne by the chemical industry. Yet
the risks of inaction are higher. A Library of
Congress report this year sald the 43,000
chemicals in commercial production ara “so
long-lasting and so pervasive . . . that virtual-
ly the entire human population . .. carries
some body burden of one or several of them.”
Without heightened awareness and effec.
tive action, both statewlde and nationaily,
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